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Church Office Hours:   Tuesday through 
Friday, 9:30 to 11:30 a.m.  Please call  
518-355-3401 before coming to the 
church to make sure someone is there. 
 

Pastor Caroline’s Office Hours: 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday from 
9:30 to 11:30 a.m. 

 

Look for us on Facebook at  
“Rotterdam United Methodist Church” 

and click on “Like” at the top of the page. 

Important web sites and e-mail:  
 

Rotterdam UMC web site: 
     RotterdamUMC.org 
 

RUMC E-mails:   
Office: RotterdamUMC@Albany.twcbc.com 
Prayer Request: RUMCprayers@yahoo.com 
 
Upper NY UMC Web Site:  
     www.unyumc.org 
 Albany District Web Site:  
      www.unyumc.org/district/albany 
District Superintendent E- mail:           
     AlbanyDistrict@unyumc.org 
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From Pastor Caroline. . .      

 

 

“He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you but to do 
justice, love kindness and walk humbly with your God.” Micah 6:8 
 
Dear Friends, 
 

This scripture passage above is one of my favorites and I try to live this out each and every day, 
in one way or another. I believe as well that the ministries we do, and the way we live out our 
lives as people of faith, ascribes to what God is asking us to do and be in a world that needs to 
know that God is love and cares for each and every one of us.   
 

Every season of nature provides different opportunities for ministry, to enjoy life, God’s 
creative world, and to spend time with God in our prayer and devotions.  Now that a new 
season is fast approaching, I hope you have enjoyed your summer and are now looking forward 
to the fall with your Rotterdam United Methodist Church family. After a little bit of a break 
during the summer, we are ramping up our ministries as we journey into the final four months 
of the year. 
 

This summer has seemed shorter than others (or perhaps it is that we tend to get busier each 
and every year that makes it seem like it went by so quickly). We fed local youth with the 
Schenectady Inner City Ministry “Lunch in the Park” program and have been in the process of 
collecting school supplies in order to help out students that may not have what they need for 
school. Soon, we will be restarting our Sunday school in September headed by our Youth and 
Family Ministry Team. Also, some other upcoming events/ministries are:  Brooks BBQ on the 
14th, a Vendor sale on the 21st and a Rummage/Garage Sale that will be on the 27th and 28th 
of September. Shortly after that, it is time for the Fall Festival and Blessing of the Animals in 
October. But that’s not all! We will be going back to two Sunday worship services on the 8th of 
September, and the Fall Bible study on “Who is the Holy Spirit” will begin on Wednesday, 
September 4th. 
 

http://www.gbgm-umc.org/albanydistrict


Special Thanks: 
 

to the trustees for all the work they do at the church and the parsonage. 
 

to Jason Klindtworth and Fred Anderson for staining the shakes on the outside of the 
Fellowship Hall. 
 

to Kayla and Dawn March for weeding the flower beds under our signs. 
 

to Gary Spawn for installing a new door bell for the grove door. 
 

to Charito for the use of her wireless receiver/amplifier for our services in the fellowship 
hall. 
 

to all those who continue to support our church by volunteering and performing the 
various daily tasks required to keep our church running.  Without such a dedicated family, 
RUMC wouldn’t be the church it is today.  Thank you for your commitment. 
 

Thank you all for helping keep our Church looking beautiful and running smoothly.  
 

I have mentioned just a few things that have been or will be happening in the life of our church 
community. There is always more that we celebrate including the opportunity to be in worship 
together on Sundays and to lift up all of those that are on our prayer list. Let’s be thankful for all 
the ways God has blessed us in our wonderful family community of faith. 
 

 Welcome to fall! 
         Rev. Caroline  

Transitions 
Receiving the Sacrament of Baptism - Scarlett Ruth-Ann Chaires, August 4, 2019. 
 
 

Condolences 
 

We’d like to wish our sincerest condolences to: 
  ~ Sandy and Al Hutchins and family on the loss of Sandy’s brother, Joe. 
  ~ The Marshall Family on the loss of their father-in-law, grandfather and  
      great-grandfather, Robert "Pop-Pop" O'Neill. 

RUMC APPAREL 
RUMC Apparel is available to order again though Sunday, September 8th.   
There are order forms in the narthex or office.  Any questions, please see Caryn March. 

2019 Fall Festival  - October 5th 
         

Plans are underway for our 4th Annual Fall Festival. 
 

This year’s event will be held on October 5th, so please mark 
your calendar.  Once again, we will have food, baked goods, animals and activities for 
children, vendors and the very popular Silent Auction. 
  
Silent Auction - Each year, we host a silent auction and the success of this part of our event 
depends entirely on your help. We are asking everyone to think about businesses that you 
frequent or items you would like to bid on in a silent auction and reach out to those businesses to 
ask for a donation. We are looking for items like golf packages, ski packages, spa packages, 
electronics, restaurants, theater tickets, activity packages and anything else that you can think 
of. If you are willing to help with this; we have official request letters and donation forms 
prepared.  ~Charito Drezek, Donna Jahnel, Jennifer Langlais. 
       

     Our next Fall Festival planning meeting will be Tuesday, September 17 at 6:00 pm. 

Project Back Pack 
The Outreach Committee and Youth and Family are teaming up with the Schenectady 
Community Action Program to help provide backpacks and school supplies for families in need.  
The backpacks will be provided by Sunday School families and we are asking everyone in the 
congregation, who is able, to help us by donating one or more of the items from the list below. 

(Be sure to check the sales flyers around back-to-school time.)  There is a box in the Narthex 
(labeled “Backpack Project”) in which you can place your donations.  If you have any questions, 
please contact Melissa Klindtworth.  Thank you.  We will bless the backpacks at the September 
15th worship services. 
 
 

 #2 Pencils 
 Pink Erasers 
 Pens 
 2–pocket Folders 
 Wide Ruled Loose-leaf  Paper 
 Composition Notebooks 
 1-subject notebooks 
 Fine Tip Markers 
 Fat Tip Markers 
 Colored Pencils 
 Crayons 
 Scissors 
 Glue Sticks 

 



             Youth & Family Update  
 

 
Open House has been Cancelled.  And even though we are starting two services on 
September 8th, Sunday School won’t start until September 15th at 9:00 a.m.  Sunday 
School parents can join us for bagels and to drop off / fill out registration forms between 
the two services (10:00 - 10:30) on September 8th in the Fellowship Hall.  See you there. 

Stephen Ministry/Visitation 
 

     Stephen Ministry is a one-on-one ministry of Christ caring for people through people.   
A lot of what goes on in Stephen Ministry is behind-the-scenes, due to the confidentiality 
involved.   However, those of us that participate in the program are excited to see what 
God is doing in our lives since we undertook this training and the lives of those who have 
received care from a Stephen Minister.  There is something special about knowing that 
God has put you in a certain place and time to help someone experiencing a challenge or 
crisis in their life. 
     I know what it’s like to be on both sides of the fence.  In 1997, our church had just 
trained and commissioned our first group of Stephen Ministers.  Since I was facing back 
surgery with a long recovery expected, our pastor suggested I be assigned a Stephen 
Minister.  I agreed and became a Care Receiver. My Stephen Minister met weekly with me 
and offered her support, encouragement and prayers.  We were thrown a curve during 
this time period when my husband unexpectedly had a heart attack!  She stuck with me 
and helped me get through the stress and emotions which surfaced.  What a difference 
she made in my life! 
     A couple of years after I recovered, I knew that I wanted to give back by bringing hope 
and healing to other people, so I enrolled in the Stephen Ministry class that our church 
was offering.  I have learned that serving as a Stephen Minister becomes part of you – it 
changes you for the better. 
     I never expected to become a Stephen Leader, but felt God calling me to fill that 
position when our Stephen Leader was going to retire from the program.  Since 
undertaking that training and role in our church, God has become a part of my daily life 
more than ever.  I’m awed at how rewarding, growth-producing and meaningful the 
whole Stephen Ministry program is and I feel blessed to have such a wonderful team to 
work with. 
 Donna Spawn 
 Stephen Ministry Leader 

 

 

 

  

 

Next Brooks BBQ 

Saturday, Sept. 14th 

3:30 until Sold Out 

Don’t Forget the Food Pantry 
We collect for the Pantry on the second and 
fourth Sundays, but the basket is out for  
donations anytime.  Money donation is also 
very helpful. 
 

City Mission 
City Mission is asking for large containers of 
Ice Tea.  There will be a box in the back of the 
Narthex labeled winter coats for those people 
who have winter coats they’d like to donate. 
 

Important – RUMC Digital Sign 
If you have any suggestions for messages or 
announcements for upcoming events,  please 
see Dawn March or email her at 
RotterdamUMC@yahoo.com.  She is  always 
looking for short, inspirational messages. 
 
 

September Worship Times 
 

Sept. 8 - Back to regular times as follows: 
  -  9:00 a.m. Worship Service 
 - 10:30 a.m. Worship Service 
Sept. 15 – First day of Sunday school  - 9 a.m. 

Program/Calendar 
Meeting on Tuesday, 

September 3rd 
at 7 pm 

 

The first Program Meeting for Fall  
will be held Tuesday, September 3rd  
at 7 pm in the Fellowship Hall.  The 
church Calendar will be set for the 
year.  Please plan to attend.  

Coffee Hour Help Schedule: 
 

September- Nurture and Welcoming 
(Starting Sep 8) 

October - Nominations 
November - Worship 
December - Memorials  
January - Stephen Ministry/Visitation Team 
February - Trustees 
March - Outreach  
April - Education (2 Sundays and Palm  
 Sunday brunch) 
May - SPRC 
June - Finance 

Save the Date: 
 

Blessing of the Animals 
October 6th at 4:00 pm 



Giving Statements 
 

Thank you to everyone who has kept up with their pledges/giving  
by mailing them in or making their donation online through our 
summer months.  I know vacations often keep folks from 
attending service, but we greatly appreciate your continued giving 
as our bills don’t stop in the summer.  Giving statements will be 
mailed out soon, so you can see where you are and know if you 
are up to date.  If you have any questions, please call Melissa 
Klindtworth at 518-280-2935.   Thank you. 

Rummage Sale 
 

Here is the schedule for our Fall Rummage Sale on Friday, September 27th and Saturday, 
September 28th. (Both days 9AM to 2PM) 
 

Monday (Sep 23) – Our faithful Scouts bring down our donations form the “Attic”.   
(God Bless you Bernie and all your scouts for your help!  We couldn't do this without you!) 
 
Tuesday (Sep 24) – Departments are set up from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., sorting and placing for sale.  
We also welcome donations between 9 a.m. and 2 p.m. today. 
 

Wednesday (Sep 25) – Incoming doantions and setup continues between 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
 

Thursday (Sep 26) - Finishing touches and completion of set-up between 9 a.m. and ??  - 
Donations still accepted today. 
 

Friday (Sep 27) – We open to the public from 9 a.m. and sell until 2 p.m. 
 

Saturday (Sep 28) – is our fantastic Bag Sale from 9 a.m. until 2 p.m., when we close and our 
clean-up folks can get our Hall ready for our Sunday morning use. 
 

Sign–up sheets are in the Narthex, or just show up.  All help is greatly appreciated.  
Thanks!  ~Barb Wedeman, Rummage Sale Coordinator 
 

(P.S.)  Remember, everyone can bring in their donations on Monday evening, or Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursday during our set-up hours (9 to 2).  And don’t forget that our church 
trustees will be doing their Garage Sale on the same days and time as our Rummage Sale.  If you 
have larger items to donate for their sale, i.e. furniture, garden stuff, mowers, etc., please call me 
and I will pass this information on to them.  No TV’s please.  ~Thanks 

  Coming in September: 
 

Sept 3rd - Program/Calendar Meeting - 7:00 p.m.  
Sept 4th - Bible Study Begins - 1:00 or 6:30 p.m. 
Sept 7th - Open House - CANCELLED 
Sept 8th - Back to two services - 9:00 and 10:30 a.m.  

       Sept 14th - Brooks BBQ - 3:30 until Sold Out 
       Sept 15th - Sunday School starts at 9:00 a.m. 
       Sept 21st - Vendor Fair - 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

Sept 27 & 28th - RUMC Rummage Sale - 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

 

Vendor Fair 
Saturday, September  21 

9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
 

 RUMC is holding a Vendor Fair on September 21st from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  
to raise money for Caryn March’s Stephen Ministry training.  Come on out for a fun 
day of shopping. 

WHO IS THE HOLY SPIRIT 
 

Come join us on September 4th at 1:00 p.m or 6:30 p.m. for our Fall Bible Study.  
Christians worship one God who is three distinct persons in His being.  This is the 
mystery of the Trinity, God the Father is revealed in the Bible through his creation, his 
acts in history, and through metaphors and prophecies. Jesus Christ, the Son of God, is 
described in the New Testament gospels as a historical person who was seen, heard, and 
touched by his disciples.   We can grasp some of who he is and picture what he might have 
been like. But God the Holy Spirit, the third person of the Trinity, is far more elusive. 
 

Come and join us to explore the Holy Spirit and what it means in our everyday lives. 
There is a sign up sheet in the back of the church.  Please consider joining  us as we 
continue our faith journey. 
 

God Bless, 
Betty Curnow 


