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Church Office Hours:   Tuesday through 
Friday, 9:30 to 11:30 a.m.  Please call  
518-355-3401 before coming to the 
church to make sure someone is there. 
 

Pastor Caroline’s Office Hours: 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday from 
9:30 to 11:30 a.m. 

 

Look for us on Facebook at  
“Rotterdam United Methodist Church” 

and click on “Like” at the top of the page. 

Important web sites and e-mail:  
 

Rotterdam UMC web site: 
     RotterdamUMC.org 
 

RUMC E-mails:   
Office: RotterdamUMC@Albany.twcbc.com 
Prayer Request: RUMCprayers@yahoo.com 
 
Upper NY UMC Web Site:  
     www.unyumc.org 
 Albany District Web Site:  
      www.unyumc.org/district/albany 
District Superintendent E- mail:           
     AlbanyDistrict@unyumc.org 
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From Pastor Caroline. . .      

 

 

Dear Friends, 
 

I am taking a departure from my reflections in order to share something about a video I saw 
from Christine Miller (a stewardship consultant). She talked about congregations transitioning 
from a mindset of scarcity to a culture of generosity. I was intrigued by this because sometimes 
I feel that we forget that we are a giving people not only through our pledges, but also, through 
giving our time and our talents through all the volunteer ministries we participate in as the 
body of Christ. Below, I have shared Christine’s insights on this topic: 
  

So what are some of the sayings that you may have heard that characterize a scarcity mindset? 
 The glass is half full/half empty 
 Fear that there just isn’t enough 
 Notion that we just might run out 
 We need to cut expenses 
 People are giving all they can  
 We are afraid we are running out of resources 
 We will start our new mission when the economy improves 

 

Often the scarcity mindset is most often expressed when working on the budget or review of 
financial reports. 
 

How then does a congregation let go of the scarcity mindset and transition to a culture of 
generosity? These next steps are what Christine suggests: 

 Help people give out of gratitude and thanksgiving to God – recognize that 
everything we have, everything we own and everything we are is a gift from God – 
how can we help but be grateful 

 Know that the church’s mission is God-inspired and requires support to achieve it – 
help people realize that they are part of the church’s vision and need them to live 
out the vision 

 Recognize that God is calling us to do great things and respond to the needs of our 
communities today – the mission cannot wait 

http://www.gbgm-umc.org/albanydistrict


Special Thanks: 
to Gary Spawn for running the July Brooks BBQ and to all the volunteers who helped. 
 

to everyone who volunteered and worked the SICM Lunch in the Park. 
 

to the trustees for all the work they do at the church and the parsonage. 
 

to Gary Spawn for turning on the air conditioners in the fellowship hall every week 
 

to all those who continue to support our church by volunteering and performing the 
various daily tasks required to keep our church running.  Without such a dedicated family, 
RUMC wouldn’t be the church it is today.  Thank you for your commitment. 
 

Thank you all for helping keep our Church looking beautiful and running smoothly.  
 

 Congregations can focus on other ways to engage people in giving – besides annual 
giving and pledges, there are avenues of one-time gifts, online giving, and planned 
giving, etc. 

What then characterizes a culture of generosity? 
 Grace-filled giving emerges from grateful hearts – remembering how God has and 

continues to bless people in their lives 
 People give to an inspired vision – God’s plan for our church is urgent, important and 

bigger than we may think - discern how and extend an invitation to help make God’s 
vision a reality 

 Annual budget giving is only one way to prompt giving – members, non-members 
and anyone can be inspired to give to one-time projects or special dedicated 
ministries 

Wherever you identify yourself and our congregation as a whole, I pray and believe that we 
have people with giving, caring hearts who are grateful to all that God has done in their lives 
and desire to live out their calling to God in serving others as Christ served us with love, 
compassion, healing and grace. May we continue to live with grateful hearts and aspire to 
always live out God’s vision for our lives, our church and our community, through making 
disciples for the transformation of the world. 
 
 Blessings , 
         Rev. Caroline Simmons 

2019 Fall Festival  - October 5th 
         

Plans are underway for our 4th Annual Fall Festival. 
 

This year’s event will be held on October 5th, so please mark 
your calendar.  Once again, we will have food, baked goods, animals and activities for 
children, vendors and the very popular Silent Auction. 
  

Silent Auction - Each year, we host a silent auction and the success of this part of our event 
depends entirely on your help. We are asking everyone to think about businesses that you 
frequent or items you would like to bid on in a silent auction and reach out to those businesses to 
ask for a donation. We are looking for items like golf packages, ski packages, spa packages, 
electronics, restaurants, theater tickets, activity packages and anything else that you can think 
of. If you are willing to help with this; we have official request letters and donation forms 
prepared.  ~Charito Drezek, Donna Jahnel, Jennifer Langlais. 
     

Jewelry Table  - We are in need of jewelry pieces to fill our  table. Please look through your  
jewelry for items you no longer wear, or if you are out and about at garage sales / estate sales this 
summer maybe you will see a piece that we can repurpose for our sale.  If you have items 
that you wish to donate, please give them to Karen Phillips or Carol Cummings. During 
the summer months, our committee will be cleaning and pricing these items. Thank you.  
  

Project Back Pack 
The Outreach Committee and Youth and Family are teaming up with the Schenectady 
Community Action Program to help provide backpacks and school supplies for families in need.  
The backpacks will be provided by Sunday School families and we are asking everyone in the 
congregation, who is able, to help us by donating one or more of the items from the list below. 

(Be sure to check the sales flyers around back-to-school time.)  There will be a box in the 
Narthex (labeled “Backpack Project”) in which you can place your donations.  If you have any 
questions, please contact Melissa Klindtworth.  Thank you. 
 

 #2 Pencils 
 Pink Erasers 
 Pens 
 2–pocket Folders 
 Wide Ruled Loose-leaf  Paper 
 Composition Notebooks 
 1-subject notebooks 
 Fine Tip Markers 
 Fat Tip Markers 
 Colored Pencils 
 Crayons 
 Scissors 
 Glue Sticks 

 



             Youth & Family Update  
 

We are happy to report that the team has been hard at work this 
summer examining the foundation of our program and discovering ways that we can be 
more intentional about how we connect as families and raise our children as new 
disciples. We will be spending the rest of the summer getting ready for the fall but we are 
excited for the changes to come. One tough decision we needed to make was to cancel our 
summer VBS program. While we love this program, we did not have enough interest this 
year to continue on this path.   Instead, we decided to try something different and move 
the program to one of the winter vacations later this year. If you have any questions, 
please let someone on the team know. 
 

Open House 
On Saturday, September 7th from 1-3 p.m., we would like to host an Open House for the 
community. We are asking that each committee host a table that will let people know 
about them and the activities that they work on throughout the year. We will be planning 
for children's activities and games and will welcome the entire community to come in 
and get to know us.  

Call to Ministry 
To my church family. I have made this announcement to my teams as well as to the church 
council and wanted to share this with you all as well. After much discernment and 
discussion with Pastor Caroline, I have decided to answer the call of God in my life by 
becoming a Certified Lay Minister candidate. I am looking to all of you for prayers and 
support as I follow this path and continue my education. I believe that God has called me 
to help churches not only through sharing his message but also by helping other churches 
share their messages on a broader platform through the development of digital ministries. 
It is my plan to chronical my journey on my website UnforeseenJourney.com and I 
welcome all of you to follow along.      ~Sarah Scott 

 

 

 

  

 

Next Brooks BBQ 

Saturday, Sept. 14th 

3:30 until Sold Out 

Don’t Forget the Food Pantry 
We collect for the Pantry on the second and 
fourth Sundays, but the basket is out for  
donations anytime.  Money donation is also 
very helpful. 
 

City Mission 
City Mission is asking for large containers of 
Ice Tea.  There will be a box in the back of the 
Narthex labeled winter coats for those people 
who have winter coats they’d like to donate. 
 

Important – RUMC Digital Sign 
If you have any suggestions for messages or 
announcements for upcoming events,  please 
see Dawn March or email her at 
RotterdamUMC@yahoo.com.  She is  always 
looking for short, inspirational messages. 
 
 

September Worship Times 
 

Sept. 7  -  Open House & Welcome Back Event 
 - 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
 

Sept. 8 - Back to regular times as follows: 
 -   9:00 a.m. Sunday School 
 -   9:00 a.m. Worship Service 
 - 10:30 a.m. Worship Service 

Stephen Ministry/Visitation 
 

Stephen Ministry- Anyone in need of 
speaking to a Stephen Minister while  
I am away (from end of August to 
October ) should contact Rev. Caroline.  
She and Caryn March will be handling 
any issues.  Sue Cooper will lead the 
September meeting. 
 
Visitation - Anyone in need of a visit  
or phone call from someone on the 
Visitation Team should contact Rev. 
Caroline or call the church office. 
Please advise them if you hear of 
anyone in the hospital. 
 
Thank you, 
Donna Spawn 

Mark your Calendar: 
Ad Council - August 20th 



  Coming in September: 
 

Sept 3rd - Program/Calendar Meeting - 7:00 p.m.  
Sept 4th - Bible Study Begins - 1:00 or 6:30 p.m. 
Sept 7th - Open House - 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. 
Sept 8th - Back to two services - 9:00 and 10:30 a.m. and 9 a.m. Sunday School 

       Sept 14th - Brooks BBQ - 3:30 until Sold Out 
       Sept 21st - Vendor Fair - 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

Sept 27 & 28th - RUMC Rummage Sale - 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

Schedule for 2019-2020 Bible Study 
 Wednesday September 4th - October 16th: Holy Spirit taught by Betty Curnow 
 November 13th - December 18th:Christmas Bible Study taught by Pastor Caroline 

Simmons 
 January and February will be the book study taught by Frances Brown: Book to be 

determined 
 Lenten Series will be taught by Pastor Caroline Simmons 
 Spring Bible Study will be the same venue as the summer study.  Each week will 

be taught by a different person on a word God puts in their heart to teach. 
Dates can change, so look at your bulletin and newsletter for changes. 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS = COME LEARN AND ENJOY. 

WHO IS THE HOLY SPIRIT 
 

Come join us on September 4th for our Fall Bible Study.  Christians worship one God who 
is three distinct persons in His being.  This is the mystery of the Trinity, God the Father is 
revealed in the Bible through his creation, his acts in history, and through metaphors and 
prophecies. Jesus Christ, the Son of God, is described in the New Testament gospels as a 
historical person who was seen, heard, and touched by his disciples.   We can grasp some 
of who he is and picture what he might have been like. But God the Holy Spirit, the third 
person of the Trinity, is far more elusive. 
 

Come and join us to explore the Holy Spirit and what it means in our everyday lives. 
There is a sign up sheet in the back of the church.  Please consider joining  us as we 
continue our faith journey. 
 

God Bless, 
Betty Curnow 

Thank You  
Many thanks to everyone who either set-up, baked, served, helped clean up or attended our annual 
ice cream social.  Approximately 80+ people enjoyed the band, the ice cream and the fellowship, 
and Love Offerings were received for the band. Thank you for your part in making the event a 
success.  Your support is appreciated.   
 

    ~Nurture & Welcoming Committee 

Why Stephen Ministry 
 

There are many examples in the Bible about how we should live our lives to be the best 
Christians we can be.  One of those is the parable of the goats and sheep in Matthew 25:40. 
 

The King will reply, “Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these 
brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.” 
 

To me, this is what being a Stephen Minister is all about.  It’s about being there for those 
that need support: a visit, a helping hand, compassion, sharing God’s love, and helping 
others through a tough time.  All these things not only help those needing support, they 
help us, as individuals, to grow more Christ-like. 
 

God gives us all gifts to  help us to grow more Christ-like and for Stephen Ministers, it is a  
gift to be able to meet with an individual, meet them where they are at and help them to 
grow to where they want and need to be – to be a better, happier person. 
 

To be a Stephen Leader is just another way to express that love: to be able to teach and 
support others to continue to grow God’s love, support and community as they join in as 
Stephen Ministers. 
 

Caryn March 
Stephen Minister 


