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Church Office Hours:   Tuesday through 
Friday, 9:30 to 11:30 a.m.  Please call  
518-355-3401 before coming to the 
church to make sure someone is there. 
 

Pastor Caroline’s Office Hours: 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday from 
9:30 to 11:30 a.m. 

 

Look for us on Facebook at  
“Rotterdam United Methodist Church” 

and click on “Like” at the top of the page. 

Important web sites and e-mail:  
 

Rotterdam UMC web site: 
     RotterdamUMC.org 
 

RUMC E-mails:   
Office: RotterdamUMC@Albany.twcbc.com 
Prayer Request: RUMCprayers@yahoo.com 
 
Upper NY UMC Web Site:  
     www.unyumc.org 
 Albany District Web Site:  
      www.unyumc.org/district/albany 
District Superintendent E- mail:           
     AlbanyDistrict@unyumc.org 
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From Pastor Caroline. . .      

 

 

Dear Friends, 
 

 Most of you know that I am not a morning person. I have always cherished those few 
extra moments of sleep whenever I could (especially when I was growing up and having to get 
ready for school). However, that doesn’t mean I don’t also cherish those moments of early 
morning when nature seems to be waking up as the sun is just climbing up over the horizon. It 
can be a very beautiful and peaceful time. There is a quietness - a stillness and there are some 
who use these moments to be in prayer with God. 
 One of the things I enjoy when I happen to be up early is taking my dog Kelsea for a 
walk around the neighborhood before the morning wakes everyone else up. When I take these 
early morning walks, I usually haven’t started thinking about all I have to accomplish for the day 
or the week. I don’t know if I have any more clarity in my prayers at this hour, but I do believe I 
sense God’s presence during these times. There is a certain rhythm and calmness when it is just 
God and me taking Kelsea for a walk and spending some quiet time together.  During these 
early morning moments, I believe I am more aware of seeing the beauty around me, the 
blessings that God gives us every day, especially when we experience the resurrection of new 
life all around us. Spring is a time of new birth and rebirth in nature. It is also a time when we 
celebrate the resurrection of Jesus Christ. We are given the greatest gift of all – Jesus dying for 
our sins and brokenness so that we may embrace living in the light as resurrected people. I 
want to share a poem I came across written by Jordan Moore (with minor editing), who 
captures those early morning moments: 

 

As I sit here all alone admiring the view of an early sunrise 
I tilt my head back and close my eyes. 
A soft gentle breeze crosses my face 
I look around and enjoy the quietness of God's peace and the soft gentle pace 
The trees are beginning to blossom, the leaves ready to sprout open 
God's beauty of earth, I admire it all. 
As the sun comes up and begins a new day 
I sit here quietly and begin to pray. 
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Dear God, I begin to say, please watch over my life and keep me safe 
Give me hope and show me faith. 
Guide my path and let me know you are near. 
Allow me to be strong and filled with love, for love conquers all fear. 
A gentle breeze crosses my path, and gives me a slight sense of warmth 
God answers and says: I am with you still. 
I've never left you alone, or threw you aside, I am in your heart, and I will be your guide. 
I will show you the way to master life's difficulties, and trust your heart,  
For I am with you now and forever, I shall never part. 
A gentle breeze I feel again, I know my prayers are answered, God has heard my plea. 
God has pointed this out for me to see. 
Life has many surprises each and every day. We cannot live on regrets and sorrow. 
Once again I feel a gentle breeze which means God is saying:  
My child there is a tomorrow:  
The sun will shine once again; the birds will continue to sing. 
Memories will last forever, and enjoy life anew today, and all that it may bring.  
 

 Recently, we completed a worship series during Lent entitled “Busy – Reconnecting with 
an Unhurried God.” It asked us to discern what it cost us when we spend so much time doing 
everything else but making space for God in our lives. The busy and hectic pace may sometimes 
overwhelm us. This is when we need to find those quiet moments to be with God and let go of 
all of our stress. I hope that you will find that time (either in the early morning or later in the 
evening) to journey with God. May each day bring you a fresh start of joy and encouragement 
and God’s loving grace. 

 Blessings , 
         Rev. Caroline Simmons 

Transitions 
 

Receiving the Sacrament of Baptism - Isabella Kozlowski, March 24, 2019. 
 
Richard Russell Sr., age 83, passed on to the Church Triumphant on Thursday, April 11th. 
 

 

Coffee Hour Help Schedule: 
 

  May - SPRC 
  June - Finance 

Important Dates to Save:   
 

May 5 - CROP WALK 
May 17 & 18 - Rummage Sale  
May 18 - RUMC Plant Sale 
May 21 - Spring Church Conference  
May 23 - Memorial Day Parade Event  
June 8 - Brooks BBQ 
June 9 - Children’s Sunday  & Picnic 
June 19 - Town Band & Ice Cream   
July 22-26 - Serve Lunch in the Park 

Brooks BBQ Dates for 2019 
(All dates are Saturday unless  
  otherwise noted)  

·  June 8 
·  July 12 (Friday) 
·  September 14 
·  October 19 
·  December 7 

STEPHEN MINISTRY CORNER 
 

 Rotterdam United Methodist Church 
is a dynamic and outreaching congregation 
of persons who love and care for one 
another.  When a stranger or unfamiliar 
person enters our doors, they are welcomed 
with love and joy. 
 It’s only natural that our Church 
would sponsor a program like Stephen 
Ministry that can reach out to others in need 
of comfort or reassurance, or just a friendly 
listening ear. 
 We don’t promise to “fix” or heal, but 
with compassion and confidentiality, offer 
support to anyone at a crossroad or stressful 
time in their life. 
 It’s been a blessing to me to 
participate in this special program, and if I 
made a difference in someone’s life then I am 
grateful for that and thank God for the 
blessing of giving and receiving. 
 
 Carol Leiby 
 Stephen Minister 

Save the Date:  June 19th 
  

Esperance Town Band  
& Ice Cream Social 

  



 
                      Children’s Sunday  
 

 

All families are asked to attend the 
June 9th - 10:30 service!  The children 
will be performing at the service. 
Graduates will be honored and bibles 
will be presented.    
 

The annual church wide picnic will be 
held after this service. 

SUMMER CAMP 2019 
 
 

 Sunday School Students: Make your 
plans now to attend one of the many 
camping experiences offered by Skye Farm 
or any of the other four camps located in the 
Upper New York United Methodist 
Conference.  This year, a basic camp charge 
at Skye Farm is $495.00.  You are 
responsible for payment of the Registration 
Fee and the Memorial Committee will pay 
the balance directly to the camp.  Of course, 
if you choose a more expensive camp, you 
are responsible for the additional charge. 
Camp Scholarship forms are now available 
on the table in the Narthex in the back of the 
Sanctuary.  Fill out a scholarship application 
and get it signed by Memorial Committee 
Chairperson Dawn March or by Pastor 
Caroline and make your plans to have a fun, 
exciting, and memorable camping 
experience. Church Picnic  

 

On Sunday, June 9th, there will be a 
church wide picnic following the 10:30 
service.  Please come share in the fun and 
fellowship.  Please RSVP on sign up 
sheets in the back of the sanctuary with a 
number attending and if you are able, 
please sign up to bring a side or dessert 
to share. Sunday school is 
providing hotdogs, and beverages.   

Fall Festival Planning 
 

 Our fourth annual Fall Festival will be 
on Saturday, October 5. Even though it is 5 
months away, this is when planning must 
take place. Many volunteers are needed to 
make this a successful event. This year, we 
are going to increase the number of people 
selling various crafts and other items.  Thank 
you to Sarah Scott for coordinating and 
scheduling the vendors.   The festival is the 
perfect opportunity to show the community 
what RUMC is all about.   Please try to attend 
one of the upcoming meetings; Tuesday, May 
7 and June 4 at 7 PM. 
 

~ Chair ladies, Charito, Donna and Jennifer.  

Special Thanks: 
 

to the Reilly Family for running the April Brooks BBQ and to everyone who helped out 
that day. 
 

to Caryn March for setting up for the SICM meeting RUMC hosted and to everyone  
who donated goodies. 
 

to the UMW and the Visitation Committee for the cards and flowers that were delivered to 
our shut-in family members. 
 

to  Gary, Tim, Clark,  Donna, Jennifer, Peg and everyone who helped with the Youth Palm 
Sunday Pancake Breakfast. 
 

to Stephen Ministry and everyone who participated in the Good Friday Prayer Vigil. 
 

to everyone who purchased Easter Flowers. 
 

to Sylvia and everyone who helped clean the sanctuary on April 3 and to Pam Dodds for 
cleaning the curtains behind the cross. 
 

to Sarah Scott and everyone who helped with the Easter Egg Hunt. 
 

Thank you all for helping keep our Church looking beautiful and running smoothly.   
 

RUMC 9th Annual 
Memorial Day Parade Event 

May 23rd, 2019 
At 4:30 pm 

 We will hold our 9th Annual Memorial Day Parade Event on our front lawn 
on Thursday, May 23, 2019.  This event, of course, will take place on the 
afternoon/evening of the annual Town of Rotterdam Memorial Day Parade.  Again 
this year, we are planning a fund-raising bake sale (with just easy treats like 
cookies and brownies) as well as the sale of popcorn and lemonade.  
 

  We will need everyone’s help to make this event a success.  We need 
bakers and event workers (set-up, sales, and clean-up).  Sign up sheets have been 
posted in the back of the sanctuary.  Please sign up now to let us know we can 
count on you to be a part of this event.  



Wednesday Night Bible Study   
 

    The Wednesday night Bible Study will 
resume on May 8th at 1:00 PM or 6:30 PM 
in the Fellowship Hall.   
    The study will be on the Gospel of Acts. 
The Gospel of Acts contains virtually all 
of the past resurrection accounts in the 
New Testament.  How does the Apostles 
and early church present the good news 
of Jesus Christ?  
 

 What was the content of the message?   
 What were the people called to do? 
 What promises were delivered to 

those who would accept the message? 
 

Everyone is welcome to join us.  See you 
soon.   ~ Thanks, Doreen. 
 

2019 CROP HUNGER WALK 
 

Soon, we will gather with others in our 
community to fight hunger both here and 
around the world.  We need Walkers and 
sponsors for the Schenectady CROP Hunger 
Walk on May 5th.  Please see Clark Cooper 
for more details and to sign up to be a 
Walker, a sponsor, or both.  The walk is at 
2:00 pm with registration at 1:00 pm, and 
will start and end from Emmanuel Friedens 
Church at 218 Nott Terrace in Schenectady. 
 

Thanks for helping feed the hungry both in  
our community and throughout the world.  

Blanket Sunday  
 

Sunday, May 12th is Blanket Sunday.  Our 

church will be taking a special offering on 
Mother’s Day to help provide blankets and 

other emergency items to mothers and 
their families all around the world. You 
can fund a blanket that will provide 

warmth and shelter, comfort and privacy, 
and healing and hope wherever God’s 

people may need care. These blankets may 
be one of the best gifts we ever give and  

can change lives at the same time.  

Memorial Day Parade Event -   
Bake Sale Goods  

Drop off Baked Goods on Thursday, May 24 
from 9am to 2pm.  Please have all baked goods 
at the church by 2pm so they can be priced.  
Please mark your baked goods (i.e. chocolate 
chip cookies, brownies, rice crispy treats, etc.) 

Bible Trivia  
 

Think you know your stuff!?! On Friday, 
May 10th at 6pm we will be hosting a Bible 
Trivia Challenge as a fundraiser for our 
Annual VBS Program. There are 4 teams in 
a head to head challenge to see who knows 
the most about the Bible and the safari! 
Teams will be made up of 5 
intergenerational members (so both youth 
and adults!). In the weeks leading up to the 
event, teams will be given practice sheets to 
help them prepare for the event! In 
addition, you can help your favorite team 
win their penny war (In a penny war, 
penny's add points, any other 
denomination is a loss of a point)! The 
winning team will get bonus points to start 
their elimination round! Start planning 
your teams! Questions? Ask Sarah Scott. 

Church Conference 
Our annual Church Conference will be held 
on Tuesday, May 21, at 7 PM.  All church 
members are invited and encouraged to 
attend this important meeting where 
elections will be held.   

Rummage Sale  
Our “Spring Rummage Sale” will be held on 
Friday May 17th and our Bag Sale will be on 
Saturday, May 18th from 9AM to 3PM each 
day.  Preparations begin when Bernie 
Shaw and his Scouts bring all the 
donations down from the attic.  Thanks 
Scouts!!  Tuesday, my faithful workers 
begin setting up our “Department Store” 
tables from 9AM to 5PM (and they do a 
fantastic job).  We also continue setting up 
from 9AM to 5PM on Wednesday and if 
needed, on Thursday as well.   Friday, May 
17th, we are officially OPEN for business 
from 9AM to 3PM and we “sell-sell-sell”.  
Saturday, May 18th, we have our Bag Sale 
from 9AM to 3PM, after which we put the 
Fellowship Hall back in order for Sunday 
use! 
 Everyone is welcome to come and 
help!!  This sale is for the benefit of us all.  
Donations will always be welcome!  Thank 
you, and we look forward to another 
successful sale! 

RUMC Plant Sale  

(Sponsored by the Browns’) 

 

Saturday, May 18th 

10:00 AM to 2:00 PM 

 

Flowers & Vegetables 

Hanging Baskets 
 


