
Rotterdam United Methodist Church 
1915 Helderberg Avenue 
Schenectady, NY  12306 
 
  
  
  
  
        

      
 
  
   
 DATED MATERIAL: Please Expedite 
 
  
  

  
Remember: The Deadline for the 
November Newsletter is October 19th. 
Please send all articles to 
mklindtworth@yahoo.com 
  
 

Non-Profit Org. 
U.S. Postage 

 PAID 
 Permit #779 
Albany, NY 

 12288 

 

 

Church Office Hours:   Tuesday through 
Friday, 9:30 to 11:30 a.m.  Please call  
518-355-3401 before coming to the 
church to make sure someone is there. 
 

Pastor Caroline’s Office Hours: 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday from 
9:30 to 11:30 a.m. 

 

Look for us on Facebook at  
“Rotterdam United Methodist Church” 

and click on “Like” at the top of the page. 

Important web sites and e-mail:  
 

Rotterdam UMC web site: 
     RotterdamUMC.org 
 

RUMC E-mails:   
Office: RotterdamUMC@Albany.twcbc.com 
Prayer Request: RUMCprayers@yahoo.com 
 
Upper NY UMC Web Site:  
     www.unyumc.org 
 Albany District Web Site:  
      www.unyumc.org/district/albany 
District Superintendent E- mail:           
     AlbanyDistrict@unyumc.org 
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 October 2018                                                                                Open Hearts. Open Minds. Open Doors. 
                                                                                                           Pastor: Rev. Caroline Simmons 

 

From Pastor Caroline. . .      

 

      The Tie That Binds 
"Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony.  

And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, 
 to which indeed you were called in the one body.  

And be thankful." - Col 3: 14-15 
 

Dear Friends, 
 

Recently, I attended a worship workshop down at Lake Junaluska, near Asheville, 
NC. It was a wonderful workshop full of many creative ideas to have us grow deeper 
in our faith through worship. I felt blessed to be able to be there and participate 
with others from all over the country in this workshop. I am truly looking forward 
to the Advent Worship series entitled “Calm and Bright,” but now, I would like to 
take a moment to invite you to a Fall Worship series entitled “The Tie that Binds.”  
Here is a brief synopsis of the series: 
 

Relationships form us. One of the most treasured hymns of Christianity in the 
last century was “Blest Be the Tie That Binds.” As we gather for worship in 
this series, we will be invited to consider how our relationships with the Holy 
and with each other form and transform us. And we will affirm the power of 
God's presence in our worshiping community to inspire us to "go and do 
likewise" in relationship to the world. 
 

As we begin the series, we affirm that God is the Tie That Binds. We have 
been created by God, gifted by God, given life by God–formed by God’s hand 
like clay by the potter. We open ourselves to be re-shaped when necessary 
and we celebrate our common connections as God’s children. 
 

We are part of the body of Christ and each of us are precious and important in God’s 
sight. Through these worship experiences, it is my hope that we too, will recognize 
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Special Thanks: 
 

to the Trustees for replacing the picnic tables in the grove. 
 

to everyone who brought a dish for the Welcome Back Breakfast. 
 

to everyone who donated supplies to the Backpack project. 
 

to Tim Reilly for running the September Brooks BBQ and to everyone who helped. 
 

to all those who continue to support our church by volunteering and performing the 
various daily tasks required to keep our church running.  Without such a dedicated family, 
RUMC wouldn’t be the church it is today.  Thank you for your commitment 
 

Thank you all for helping keep our Church looking beautiful and running smoothly.  

that each of us are welcomed and needed to carry on God’s work in our church, our 
community and the world.  
 

I hope that you will join us on this journey each Sunday from the end of September 
to the beginning of November as we celebrate God’s ties that bind us all together. 

    

Blessings, 
 Rev. Caroline  

Transitions 
 

Wilma Youker, age 91, passed on to the Church Triumphant on Friday, September 7th. 
 

Condolences 
 

We’d like to wish our sincerest condolences to: 
  ~  Marjorie Boettner on the loss of her brother, Charles. 
 

Lunch Bunch  
 Lunch dates: October 17th, November 20th , December Christmas Party TBD. 
Lunch Bunch was started many years ago with the Wednesday Bible Study Class.  It gave 
people a time to enjoy each others’ company outside the church walls and in a social 
setting.  It’s always on the third Tuesday of the month.   
 

 Would you like to spend an hour or more with your Christian friends, laughing and 
talking?  All are welcome. We  meet at the Center Stage Deli on Hamburg Street in 
Rotterdam.  We order off the menu with separate checks.  Come and join us. 

  

Estimate of Giving/Commitment Card 2019 
  

 We thank you for your generous acceptance of stewardship and pray you 
may find the level of giving that is right for you as you progress in your journey 
of faith and commitment. Your pledges and contributions are a critical part of 
how we can make a difference in God’s church, community, and world. 

Please complete this estimate of giving, and return it to the commitment 
box in the back of the Sanctuary or mail it to the church office before 
Consecration Sunday, November 11th.  You may change your commitment at 
any time by notifying the financial secretary Melissa Klindtworth. 
  If you have questions regarding this form, please call Melissa at 518-280-2935. 
 

 Name (Please Print):  
 
            
 

Address:  
 
              

City/State/Zip:  
 
             
Email: 
 
__________________   _________________   
Home Phone:   
 

 Yes! I/We will support Rotterdam United Methodist Church  
financially in 2019.  
 

 Please Choose One & fill in the amount:  

$_____________ a week for 52 weeks  

$_____________ twice a month for 24 periods  

$_____________ every month for 12 months  

$_____________ as follows ________________  



Sunday School Update  
 
 

 I can’t believe how fast this month has flown by. It’s never too late to join us in 
Sunday School and you will be welcomed at any point in time this year.  We also want to 
thank everyone for their donations of supplies to the Sunday School. We have had so 
many things donated and it really helps our children’s learning. 
 

Upcoming Events  
 Oct 14th - Operation Christmas Child Shoe Boxes are available in the Narthex to be 

filled. 
 

 Oct 28th - Come in costume for our Halloween Meet & Treat during the regular 
Sunday School Hour.    

 

 Nov 11th - the children will be presenting the Operation Christmas Child shoe boxes 
at the 10:30 service.   This is the final date to bring shoe boxes into church. 

 

 As always, we thank everyone for their continued support of our Sunday School 
program and are looking forward to a wonderful year together. If at any point in time you 
have any suggestions on how we can make the program better, please don't hesitate to 
reach out to us or any other member of the education committee.  
 

 God Bless! Peg Angie 

Stewardship 
 It’s stewardship time once again.  During this period, you will have the opportunity  
to make your personal commitment for 2019 Church-giving by completing an estimate of 
giving card and depositing the card in the commitment box located in the back of the 
sanctuary.  You will find an estimate of giving card enclosed here in this month’s newsletter.  
Last year, many of you returned an estimate of giving card as a witness of giving to God and 
as a way to plan your giving for our ministry and to help us plan our budget for the coming 
year. On November 11th, we will consecrate these commitments during the service. 
 

 We recognize and understand that for many of you this is a deeply private and 
sensitive subject and we feel strongly about honoring this part of your worship.  For this 
reason, it is only RUMC’s Financial Secretary, Melissa Klindtworth, who will have access to 
your 2019 pledged offerings.  To that end, if you are unable to personally return your 
estimate of giving card before November 11th, we encourage you to mail it directly to 
Melissa at the following address: 

 

Attn: Melissa Klindtworth 
Rotterdam United Methodist Church  
1915 Helderberg Ave. 
Schenectady, New York 12306 

With Gratitude, 
The Finance Committee. 

 

  

 

Next Brooks BBQ 

Saturday, October 20th 

Don’t Forget the Food Pantry 
We collect for the Pantry on the second and 
fourth Sundays, but the basket is out for  
donations anytime.  Money donation is also 
very helpful. 
 

City Mission 
Rotterdam United Methodist Church will not 
serve dinner until the first Wednesday in 
December, the 5th.  City Mission is asking for 
large containers of Hot Cocoa.  There will be 
a box in the back of the Narthex labeled 
winter coats for those people who have winter 
coats they’d like to donate. 
 

Important – RUMC Digital Sign 
If you have any suggestions for messages or 
announcements for upcoming events,  please 
see Dawn March or email her at 
RotterdamUMC@yahoo.com.  She is  always 
looking for short, inspirational messages. 
 
 

The Blessing of the Animals  
The Blessing of the Animals to be held on 
Sunday, October 7th at 4:00 p.m., follows 
the Christian tradition of the close 
relationship between St. Francis of Assisi 
and the animals he loved. When people 
bring their beloved animals to be blessed 
at our church, they find for themselves 
the blessing of fellowship with other 
animal lovers. 

Coffee Hour Help Schedule: 
 

October - Nominations 
November - Worship 
December - Memorials  
January - Stephen Ministry/Visitation Team 
February - Trustees 
March - Outreach  
April - Education (2 Sundays and Palm  
 Sunday brunch) 
May - SPRC 
June - Finance 

Save the Date:    

Free Community Dinner  
 
 
 

on Saturday,  
November 17th 

 

Church wide Thanksgiving Dinner 
in the Fellowship Hall 

 



2018 Fall Festival  - October 13th 
          

Plans are well underway for our 3rd Annual Fall Festival. 
 

This year’s event will be held on October 13.  Once again, 
we will have food, baked goods, animals and activities for children, vendors and the very 
popular Silent Auction.    
 
A lot of helpers are needed on the day of the event, so please check the sign-up board in the 
back of the church.   
-pies for the bake sale; -soup for the kitchen; -setup, clean up;  
-assist with face painting and games; -donate to the silent auction;  
-donate to the vintage jewelry table 
 
There will be a vintage jewelry table at the fall festival; if you have jewelry that you would 
like to donate, please give it to Karen Phillips or Carol Keefe. Thank you.   
 
The festival will be the perfect opportunity for us to show our community what is 
happening at RUMC. There will be many young families in attendance.  Let's give them a 
warm welcome.  
 

Our final Fall Festival planning meeting will be Monday, October 8th at 7:00 pm. 
 

~Charito Drezek, Donna Jahnel, Jennifer Langlais       

4th Annual Trunk or Treat 
October 27th from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

 

 This is a community outreach event that will give families 
something to do with their little ones.  We need volunteers who 
are willing to come and decorate their car trunks for the kids to 
trick or treat to. Any ideas or help that can be provided will be 
very welcome. Please sign up in the back or reach out to Sarah 
Scott with questions.  

FLEA MARKET 

    On Saturday, November 3rd from 9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. we will be holding a Flea Market 
at Rotterdam United Methodist Church.  All 
of our Vendor spots are full.  Hope to see 
you there!! 
 

    The money we collect from the table 
rental goes into the Camp Fund.  Any child 
attending our church regularly can attend 
Skye Farm Camp or any other Upper NY 
conference camp with a campership from 
this fund.  In 2018, we supported 3 
campers at Skye Farm.   
 

     The last sale was a great success with 
lots of vendors.  We really need people to 
help set up tables on Friday before 6 pm 
when the vendors arrive.  It was so nice to 
have some help setting up the tables at the 
last sale so let’s do it again.  It really makes 
a difference.  It only takes a few minutes 
with enough people.  Parents of campers 
are encouraged to help. 
 

     We also need help taking the tables 
down after the sale (around 4 pm) and 
getting the room ready for coffee hour  
after church on Sunday  
 

 I’ll have a sign-up sheet in the narthex 
……………...or just show up.   
 

Yours in Christ,   
Caryn March 

New Directory 
 

 We will be printing a new Church 
Directory soon.  If you have any updates or 
corrections to names, addresses, telephone 
numbers, and/or e-mail addresses, please 
get them to the Dawn March, Melissa 
Klindtworth, or the Office by October 14th.   
 

Thank you. 
   

From the Finance Committee 
   
 The Stewardship Campaign is beginning 
and the congregation is reminded that a firm 
commitment to the regular and heartfelt 
sharing of God's gifts is critical. 
  

 While your gifts are vital to sustaining 
our presence in the community, sharing our 
God given talents makes spreading the 
message possible.  If one sees an unfilled 
need, we should grasp the opportunity. 
Whether it is weeding the flowers, painting a 
room, teaching Sunday School, singing in the 
choir or being a lay leader; we should 
cheerfully and freely give of our time and 
talents. 
  

 Let us all pray and respond generously 
as we reconsider our giving levels for both 
our gifts and talents. 
 

Duane L. Dodds 
Member, Finance Committee 


