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Church Office Hours:   Tuesday through 
Friday, 9:30 to 11:30 a.m.  Please call  
518-355-3401 before coming to the 
church to make sure someone is there. 
 

Pastor Caroline’s Office Hours: 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday from 
9:30 to 11:30 a.m. 

 

Look for us on Facebook at  
“Rotterdam United Methodist Church” 

and click on “Like” at the top of the page. 

Important web sites and e-mail:  
 

Rotterdam UMC web site: 
     RotterdamUMC.org 
 

RUMC E-mails:   
Office: RotterdamUMC@Albany.twcbc.com 
Prayer Request: RUMCprayers@yahoo.com 
 
Upper NY UMC Web Site:  
     www.unyumc.org 
 Albany District Web Site:  
      www.unyumc.org/district/albany 
District Superintendent E- mail:           
     AlbanyDistrict@unyumc.org 
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From Pastor Caroline. . .      

 

A Harvest of Blessings 
A season of colors fills our autumn landscapes. 

The humidity of the summer has dissipated, blessing us with brilliant blue skies. 
The leaves change from the emerald hues to the intensely vibrant reds, oranges and yellows. 

It is such a beautiful contrast against the green grassy fields and evergreens. 
 

As the days become shorter, the nights grow longer. 
The air and wind become more brisk. 

Our lives are consumed with activities that overwhelm our schedules. 
A new energy arrives with the young immersed in school. 

 

Now, the harvest is coming. 
We delight in crisp juicy apple delicacies and pumpkin pies. 

The smell of cinnamon and other fall spices permeates the air. 
All of these are gifts, including the flurry of activities. 
Remember to give thanks for all of God’s blessings. 

 

 When we say we have a blessed harvest, we often think about the abundance of the 
crops that are harvested at this time of year. We are blessed because we have wonderful 
produce and grains that become readily available to us in stores, farmer’s markets and, also, 
personal/community gardens. We are so fortunate to have a variety of resources that provide 
us with nourishment to our physical bodies. 
 

 But what if instead, I changed the phrase and stated it as “a harvest of blessings?” 
Yes, it can still denote the bountiful harvest of food, but I tend to think of that phrase in a 
different way. To me, a harvest of blessings refers also to the spiritual nourishment we 
receive because of all of you. Each and every season, the people of Rotterdam UMC work to 
provide an abundance of ministries to others. I know that you work very hard and sometimes 
it seems exhausting, however, think of the ways in how our ministries are able to touch the 
lives of others.  Just recently, we had a Blessing of the Animals service, and we held a Fall 
Festival for our community. Also, a group of us went to the Upper NY Conference Mission 
Hub and were able to help verify and assemble flood buckets, school kits and cleaning kits 
for UMCOR (United Methodist Committee on Relief) that are now in the process of being 
shipped to assist those that have been impacted by the recent hurricanes and floods.  

http://www.gbgm-umc.org/albanydistrict


Special Thanks: 
to Carol Keefe, and the Nurture & Welcoming committee for organizing the Blessing of the 
Animals service. 
  

to everyone who helped with the Rummage and Garage Sales.  Your time is greatly 
appreciated. 
 

to the Boy Scouts for bringing the rummage down from the attic. 
 

to Donna Jahnel, Charito Haines Drezek , Jennifer Langlais and everyone who helped with 
the Fall Festival.   
 

to Gary for cleaning out the exhaust fan in the kitchen. 
 

to everyone who helped at the Sunday School Meet and Treat. 
 

to Sarah Scott and everyone who helped with the Trunk or Treat. 
 

to Peg Angie for running the October Brooks BBQ and to everyone who helped. 
 

Thank you all for helping keep our Church looking beautiful and running smoothly.  

 

 

 Each and every day is precious and a blessing in one way or another – even if at times 
it may not feel that way. One way I know I can embrace these blessings is because of all of 
you. This tremendous community of faith gives so much of themselves for congregational 
care, mission and outreach, worship and fundraising that I can’t help but be thankful for all 
of you.  We weren’t promised an easy road in life, but what we have been given is the joy of 
journeying together as we grow in our faith and in our service to be all that God has called us 
to be. Thank you for living out your calling and sharing your gifts with us – you make a 
difference in this world. 

Blessings, 
 Rev. Caroline  

 
 

 

Transitions 
 

Receiving the Sacrament of Baptism - Benjamin Charles Scott, October 14, 2018. 
 

Church Conference  
     On Tuesday, November 20, at 7:00 pm, we will host a church/charge conference to confirm 
the pastor’s compensation for 2019.  All church members are encouraged to attend.   

  

Estimate of Giving/Commitment Card 2019 
  

 We thank you for your generous acceptance of stewardship and pray you 
may find the level of giving that is right for you as you progress in your journey 
of faith and commitment. Your pledges and contributions are a critical part of 
how we can make a difference in God’s church, community, and world. 

Please complete this estimate of giving, and return it to the commitment 
box in the back of the Sanctuary or mail it to the church office before 
Consecration Sunday, November 11th.  You may change your commitment at 
any time by notifying the financial secretary Melissa Klindtworth. 
  If you have questions regarding this form, please call Melissa at 518-280-2935. 
 

 Name (Please Print):  
 
            
 

Address:  
 
              

City/State/Zip:  
 
             
Email: 
 
__________________   _________________   
Home Phone:   
 

 Yes! I/We will support Rotterdam United Methodist Church  
financially in 2019.  
 

 Please Choose One & fill in the amount:  

$_____________ a week for 52 weeks  

$_____________ twice a month for 24 periods  

$_____________ every month for 12 months  

$_____________ as follows ________________  



Sunday School Update  
 

Operation Christmas Child  
It’s that time of year again, time to start thinking about Christmas gifts and spreading the word 
of Jesus throughout the world. Each year, the Sunday School sponsors Operation Christmas 
Child and encourages all members of our congregation to put together a shoebox gift that will 
be sent around the world to let other children know about the power of Jesus. There are 
information pamphlets in the back of the church that detail what can be sent and what can not, 
as well as which age groups you can pack them for.   The final day for us to receive our shoe 
boxes back will be on Sunday, November 11th.  In the meantime if you have any questions, 
please reach out to Peg Angie.  God Bless! ~Peg 

Angel Tree  
     Each year we are given the 
opportunity to help those in need 
have a Merry Christmas.  Again this year, we 
are starting our Angel Tree before Black Friday.  
We have been given the names of families 
who, without us, would probably have no 
Christmas presents at all.   In the back of the 
church, there will be a number of angels.  
These angels have a name and a wish for a 
present.  The requests on the back of the 
angels are suggestions only.  You may use your 
own judgment except for the food requests.  
Please take one or more angels and help 
provide these people with a Merry Christmas.   
     VERY IMPORTANT:  Attached to each Angel 
is a Name Tag and a tracking slip.  When you 
take an Angel, please fill out the tracking slip 
with the Angel #, your name, and telephone # 
and place it in the provided box.     
     When you return your gift, please wrap it 
and attach the provided gift tag that came 
with your Angel.  It is very important that you 
use the provided gift tag.  Please return all 
gifts to the church no later than Sunday, 
December 16th.   

 Thank you for your continuing help.  
~Caryn March 
  

Mitten Tree 
 

 It’s not quite winter yet, but we are 
already beginning to think about our annual 
Mitten Tree.   Please know how blessed we 
are here in this church to be able to provide 
warm clothing for our families.  As you shop 
for the holidays, keep the mitten tree in 
mind with hats, mittens, coats, etc. 
 

 Thank you,  
 ~Maggie Merenberg 

 

Save the Date: 
 

 

Live Nativity 
Sunday, December 9th  

at 5:00 p.m.  

Fall Clean-up 
Saturday, November 17th 

8:30 AM - 12:00 PM 

FLEA MARKET 

    On Saturday, November 3rd from 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. we will be holding 
a Flea Market at Rotterdam United 
Methodist Church. Hope to see you 
there!! 
 

    The money we collect from the table 
rental goes into the Camp Fund.  Any child 
attending our church regularly can attend 
Skye Farm Camp or any other Upper NY 
conference camp with a campership from 
this fund.  In 2018, we supported three 
campers at Skye Farm.   
 

     The last sale was a great success with 
lots of vendors.  We really need people to 
help set up tables on Friday, November  
2 at  4:00 PM.  It only takes a few 
minutes with enough people.  Parents of 
campers are encouraged to help. 
 

     We also desperately need help taking the 
tables down after the sale (at 3 PM) and 
getting the room ready for coffee hour  
after church on Sunday.  
 

 I’ll have a sign-up sheet in the narthex 
……………...or just show up.   
 

Yours in Christ,   
Caryn March 

Free Community Dinner 

Saturday, November 17th 

6:00 to 7:30 PM 
 

Church-wide/Community  
Thanksgiving Dinner  
in the Fellowship Hall 

 

 Come and join your church 
family and some new friends for a 
wonderful Turkey Dinner with 
great company and excellent 
conversation!  RSVP 518-355-3401. 
 

 In the spirit of Thanksgiving,  
we will be collecting non-perishable 
boxed or canned food items or non-
perishable hygiene items such as 
tooth brushes, toilet paper, women’s 
products, etc. for SICM and City 
Mission.  Love offerings will also be 
accepted.  

Christmas Fest 
 

Christmas Fest is Sunday 
November 25th after the 10:30 
service.  Please come join us to decorate the 
Church for the upcoming Holidays.  A soup 
and bread lunch will follow the hanging of all 
the greens.   
 

Please sign up in the back of the 
sanctuary to bring something. 



Rummage Sale Thank You 
 

 How can I ever say enough 
“Thanks” for the wonderful generosity so 
many of you showed for our Fall Rummage 
Sale! 
            It doesn’t “just happen” - - - It takes 
a real “TEAM” behind the scenes - - - 
beginning with our Trustees, who set up 
our tables so that my Sort and Set-up can 
be done by my faithful workers!  Let us not 
forget our devoted Boy Scouts who bring 
all of the donations down from the attic – 
Scoutmaster Bernie Shaw; all 
the parents who wait patiently until their 
boys finish the task! 
            Then my team takes over the 
challenge of transforming “chaos” into a 
“Department-Store-Scenario” so our 
shoppers can buy with ease - - - 
            My cashiers who “know-their-stuff” 
and keep the lines moving! - - - 
            The “Behind-the-scenes” gals who 
keep track of and deposit our cash! 
            "Kudos” 
to each and every one of you!  You made 
this sale, and the fabulous Grand Total of 
$2,599.09 HAPPEN! 
            (P.S.  Our “Attic” is now officially 
empty…and is “open” for your donations 
for our SPRING 2019 Rummage Sale!) 
      

    Thank You and God Bless ALL of  you! 
                  Sincerely, 
                  Barb Wedeman, 
       Rummage Sale Co-Ordinator 

The Blessing of the Animals  
 

     On Sunday, October 7th at 4:00 p.m., 
“The Blessing of the Animals”  was held. 
Pastor Caroline blessed 31 animals including 
22 dogs, 6 cats and 1 guinea pig.  32+  people 
attended and a wonderful time was had by 
all.  Thank you to everyone who participated 
and helped with this event.  A special “Thank 
You” to Carol Keefe and the Nurture 
Committee for all their hard work in 
planning this annual event and preparing 
gifts for our animal friends. 

2018 Fall Festival  - Thank You           

 Thank you to everyone for a successful Fall Festival. This 
event takes several months of planning and hard work.  Our church 
members pulled together to make it a very special day.  We were 
able to reach out to our community and make everyone feel 
welcome. It was an opportunity to showcase what RUMC stands for. The children loved the 
animals and face painting. The baby chicks were the hit of the day! 
 

 This could not happen without you! 
 Charito, Donna and Jennifer   

 

Advent Study 
The Gift of the Nutcracker 

 

When: Wednesdays starting November 28th 
Time: 1:00 PM or 7:00 PM – your choice 
 

 The Nutcracker was first performed in 
1892 and quickly became a holiday tradition 
that has continued to this day. 
 Together we will explore this classic 
in a new way – through the lens of faith. This 
study will help us understand God’s greatest 
gift of the Christ child and of the kingdom 
Christ came to build. Much like Clara in the 
Nutcracker, we are all caught in an Advent 
season, pondering a most extraordinary gift. 

Don’t Forget the Food Pantry 
We collect for the Pantry on the second and 
fourth Sundays, but the basket is out for  
donations anytime.  Money donation is also 
very helpful. 
 

City Mission 
Rotterdam United Methodist Church will not 
serve dinner until the first Wednesday in 
December, the 5th.  City Mission is asking for 
large containers of Hot Cocoa.  There will be a 
box in the back of the Narthex labeled winter 
coats for those people who have winter coats 
they’d like to donate. 
 

Important – RUMC Digital Sign 
If you have any suggestions for messages or 
announcements for upcoming events,  please  
see Dawn March or email her at 
RotterdamUMC@yahoo.com.  She is  always 
looking for short, inspirational messages. 
 
 

Coffee Hour Help Schedule: 
November - Worship 
December - Memorials  
January - Stephen Ministry/Visitation Team 
February - Trustees 
March - Outreach  
April - Education (2 Sundays and Palm  
 Sunday brunch) 
May - SPRC 
June - Finance 


