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Church Office Hours:   Tuesday through 
Friday, 9:30 to 11:30 a.m.  Please call  
518-355-3401 before coming to the 
church to make sure someone is there. 
 

Pastor Caroline’s Office Hours: 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday from 
9:30 to 11:30 a.m. 

 

Look for us on Facebook at  
“Rotterdam United Methodist Church” 

and click on “Like” at the top of the page. 

Important web sites and e-mail:  
 

Rotterdam UMC web site: 
     RotterdamUMC.org 
 

RUMC E-mails:   
Office: RotterdamUMC@Albany.twcbc.com 
Prayer Request: RUMCprayers@yahoo.com 
 
Upper NY UMC Web Site:  
     www.unyumc.org 
 Albany District Web Site:  
      www.unyumc.org/district/albany 
District Superintendent E- mail:           
     AlbanyDistrict@unyumc.org 
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From Pastor Caroline. . .      

         

As Autumn makes its way into our lives, I usually reflect upon the ending of those 
hazy days of summer. No longer have they been the “lazy, hazy days of summer” as I 
discovered over the course of our summer months. Although it is not as busy as the rest 
of the year, there are always ministries that occur during the summer months. Even 
with some of the busyness in our lives, I hope your summer created some time of 
respite and renewal and, also, a time to celebrate some quality time with family and 
friends. 

 

What will September bring to us at Rotterdam? Welcome Back Sunday breakfast and 
the beginning of Sunday School and other activities such as the Rummage Sale, Fall 
Festival, more Chicken BBQ dinners, and collection for school supplies to name just a 
few. Sunday School will be up and running again and our usual meetings will resume 
their monthly schedule. Everyone’s calendar will soon be filled with bookings that 
before you know it, we will be preparing for Advent and Christmas! 

 

Wait a minute! Let’s not get too ahead of ourselves. Let’s take some time to enjoy the 
beautiful change of colors that occurs every fall and the cooler nights for sleeping. Take 
some time for a walk through the autumnal woods and breathe in that nice brisk air, 
while perhaps munching on a crisp and juicy NY State apple. I have always loved the fall 
because it brings in so many new and exciting things to experience, especially seeing 
the beautiful colors of all the changing landscapes. I used to love getting all my new 
school supplies (sometimes new school clothes, too) and seeing what the new classes 
and teachers would be like, and making new friends as well as getting reacquainted 
with old friends.  

 

It seems with every new season we encounter a time of transitions. We leave the 
warm days of summer and vacations to the beginning of school, hectic schedules, 
football and other sports and all the other things that fill up our lives. With all this 
“busyness” that has cropped up, we need to make sure we carve out some quality time 
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Special Thanks: 
 

to the trustees for all the work they do at the church and the parsonage. 
 

to Gary Spawn, Roberto Aulet and Fred Anderson for stripping the floor downstairs. 
 

to Jason Klindtworth for painting the door in the women’s bathroom. 
 

to Kayla and Dawn March for weeding the flower beds under our signs. 
 

to all those who continue to support our church by volunteering and performing the 
various daily tasks required to keep our church running.  Without such a dedicated family, 
RUMC wouldn’t be the church it is today.  Thank you for your commitment 
 

to be with God and keep our lives centered on God’s desires for our lives – not our own 
desires. Let this new season of autumn invite you to begin again; purposefully turning 
your lives over to God and spending some special moments to listen to God’s calling for 
you and your church family. Let God welcome you into this loving community of faith 
and inspire you to reach out to the world with love and compassion.   

 

Blessings, 
 Rev. Caroline  

September Worship Times 
 

September  9  -  9:30 a.m. - Welcome Back Breakfast 
  - 10:30 a.m. - Worship Service 
 

September 16 - Back to regular times as follows: 
 -   9:00 a.m. Sunday School   
 -   9:00 a.m. Worship Service 
 - 10:30 a.m. Worship Service 

Brainstorming Session 
Join us on September 17 at 7:00 p.m. for our next  Brainstorming session, focusing on 
growing our church and planning for the future needs of our church and the community 
we serve.   All ideas and suggestions are encouraged and welcomed. 

2018 Fall Festival  - October 13th 
          

Plans are underway for our 3rd Annual Fall Festival. 
 

This year’s event will be held on October 13, so please mark 
your calendar.  Once again, we will have food, baked goods, animals and activities for 
children, vendors and the very popular Silent Auction.   A lot of helpers are needed on the 
day of the event, so please check the sign-up board in the back of the church.  We look 
forward to another fun-filled day!   

 We have started a list of local stores and businesses that may be willing to donate to 
our silent auction.  The donation could be a product, gift card or service. Several stores 
require a lengthy notice; as request letters must be sent to their corporate offices. If you are 
willing to help with this, there are two documents to present to area businesses:  1) An 
information letter requesting a donation.   2) A silent auction donation form. This is 
important because we will send out thank you letters after the Fall Festival. These 
documents can be found on the table in the Narthex.   Once you receive a donation, or 
a “No” from a vendor, please list it on the signup board in the Narthex to prevent a second 
person from making a request at the same business.   ~Charito Drezek, Donna Jahnel, 
Jennifer Langlais       
   

     Our next Fall Festival planning meeting will be Monday, September 10 at 7:00 pm. 

Project Back Pack 
 

The Outreach Committee and the Education Committee are teaming up with the 
Schenectady Community Action Program to help provide backpacks and school supplies for 
families in need.  The backpacks will be provided by Sunday School families and we are 
asking everyone in the congregation, who is able, to help us by donating one or more of the 
items from the list below. (Be sure to check the sales flyers around back-to-school time.)  
There will be a box in the Narthex (labeled “Backpack Project”) in which you can place 
your donations.  We are hoping to collect enough supplies to donate at least 10 backpacks. 
If you have any questions, please contact Melissa Klindtworth.  Thank you. 
 

 #2 Pencils 
 Pink Erasers 
 Pens 
 2–pocket Folders 
 Wide Ruled Loose-leaf  Paper 
 Composition Notebooks 
 1-subject notebooks 

 

  Fine Tip Markers 
  Fat Tip Markers 
  Colored Pencils 
  Crayons 
  Scissors 
  Glue Sticks 



Sunday School Update  
 

 

 Summer's flying by at an amazing rate. The new Sunday School year will be here 
before we know it.  Please mark your calendar and join us at the Welcome Back Breakfast on 
September 9th, at 9:30 a.m.. 
 
 As always, we will need volunteers to help teach the classes. The curriculum doesn’t 
require much planning ahead of time. So if you have a creative mind and can help us out, 
please let us know. We can be very flexible with your time.   You can give as much or as little 
as you are able.  Please contact Peg Angie if you can help.  
 
 Lastly, we are teaming up with the Outreach Committee to provide backpacks filled 
with school supplies for families in need.  We are asking each Sunday School family, who is 
able, to provide one new regular-sized back pack for a school-aged child.  (See article on last 
page.)   
 

 God Bless! We look forward to seeing all of you in September! 
 Peg Angie 

Schedule for 2018-2019 Bible Study 
September 12th - October 17th:  “Decisions”  taught by Betty Curnow. 
November 28th - December 19th:  Advent Study taught by Rev. Caroline Simmons. 
January 8th - February 6th:  1pm Book Study  (TBD) taught by Frances Brown. 
March 13th - April 10th:  Lenten Study taught by Rev Caroline Simmons. 
May 1st - May 30th:  Spring Study (TBD) taught by Doreen Ross. 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS = COME LEARN AND ENJOY. 

 

 

 

  

 

Next Brooks BBQ 

Saturday, Sept. 15th 

3:30 until Sold Out 

Don’t Forget the Food Pantry 
We collect for the Pantry on the second and 
fourth Sundays, but the basket is out for  
donations anytime.  Money donation is also 
very helpful. 
 

City Mission 
Rotterdam United Methodist Church will not 
serve dinner until the first Wednesday in 
December, the 5th.  City Mission is asking for 
large containers of Ice Tea.  There will be a 
box in the back of the Narthex labeled winter 
coats for those people who have winter coats 
they’d like to donate. 
 

Important – RUMC Digital Sign 
If you have any suggestions for messages or 
announcements for upcoming events,  please 
see Dawn March or email her at 
RotterdamUMC@yahoo.com.  She is  always 
looking for short, inspirational messages. 
 
 

WONDERING WHAT TO DO? 
     We face many difficult questions in life.  How should we spend 
our time and our resources?  What work should we be involved 
in?  Where should we live?  And so on.  Sometimes we wonder 
what God would say if we could just sit down and ask him what 
to do. 
     God has given us the resources to make decisions.  Scripture, 
the Holy Spirit, prayer, Christian community and the ability to 
reason.   
 By using these resources to make decisions, we grow into the 
people He intends us to be. 
     Bible Study begins on September 12th.  We will be discussing 
“Decisions” at two separate times.  Joins us on Wednesdays at 
1:00 p.m. or at 7:00 p.m. and get the answers you are looking for. 

Coffee Hour Help Schedule: 
 

September- Nurture and Welcoming 
(Starting Sep 16) 

October - Nominations 
November - Worship 
December - Memorials  
January - Stephen Ministry/Visitation Team 
February - Trustees 
March - Outreach  
April - Education (2 Sundays and Palm  
 Sunday brunch) 
May - SPRC 
June - Finance 



Program/Calendar 
Meeting on Tuesday, 

September 4th 
at 7 pm 

 

The first Program Meeting for Fall  
will be held Tuesday, September 4th  
at 7 pm in the Fellowship Hall.  The 
church Calendar will be set for the year.  
If you have any dates to share, please 
plan on attending.  

All Welcome! 
 

Welcome Back 
Potluck Breakfast 

on 
Sunday, September 9th 

at 9:30 am 
 

Bring a dish to share. 
 

Come and join your church 
family in celebrating a new 
school year.  Everyone is 

invited and welcome to attend. 

Save the Date: 
 

Blessing of the Animals 
October 7th at 4:00 pm 

Rotterdam United Methodist 
Church Adult Choir  

 

     Everyone and anyone is invited to sing 
with us! (Please remember that you don’t 
have to commit to singing with us every 
week).  Our first choir rehearsal will be on 
September 9th after the 10:30 service.   
Please consider joining the choir - you can 
easily learn the music at the 10am practice 
before the service.  
  

     We also have our Praise Band that 
practices on Thursdays from 5:30 to 7:30 
p.m. with the first practice on 9/13.  We 
meet again at 8:30 a.m. on Sunday 
mornings to play for the 9 a.m. service.  
We are looking for a bass, electric, and/or 
an acoustic guitarist to join the Praise 
Band.    
 

     Also, if anyone is interested in doing a 
monthly get-together sing-along with other 
congregation members, please come see 
me.      ~Charito G. Haines Drezek 

Rummage Sale 
 

As the long, hot summer morphs into Fall, we get into “full-swing” to put our rummage sale in 
order!  We begin Monday evening, September 24 when our Boy Scouts bring all the items down 
from the attic. (Thanks Scouts! from the bottom of my heart!) 
 

Tuesday (Sep 25) – 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., my workers put our “departments” in order and get 
everything sorted and displayed. 
 

Wednesday (Sep 26) – 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., more setting up and readying for the sale. 
 

Thursday (Sep 27) – 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., “finishing touches” so we are ready for the crowds to 
“buy-buy-buy.” 
 

 Workers…..come at your leisure, if you have an hour, a day or all 3 days with spare time 
to help in the setting up!  Many hands make it all come together! 
 

Friday (Sep 28) – We open to the public at 9 a.m. and sell until 4 p.m. 
 

Saturday (Sep 29) – is our fantastic Bag Sale from 9 a.m. until 4 p.m. 
  

 Also on Saturday at 4 p.m., we will need folks to come help with the “clean-up” so our 
Fellowship Hall is ready for coffee hour. 
 

Sign–up sheets are in the Narthex----Thanks to All of you in advance for being “on-board.”  
See ya real soon!  ~Barb Wedeman 
 

(P.S.)  Remember, everyone can bring in their donations on Monday evening, or Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursday during our set-up hours (9 to 4).  And don’t forget that our church 
trustees will be doing their Garage Sale on the same days and time as our Rummage Sale.  If you 
have larger items to donate for their sale, i.e. furniture, garden stuff, mowers, etc., please call me 
and I will pass this information on to them.  No TV’s please.  ~Thanks 

RUMC Mission and Vision Statement 
 

 As many of you may be aware, throughout the summer a group of people from 
within the church have been meeting to discuss ideas for the future growth of our church. 
In order to do this successfully we need to first define who we are and what we do (Our 
Mission & Vision). This is not something that will be defined overnight, but rather will be 
defined by the input, dreams and imagination of everyone in our congregation. Please join 
the team on Sunday September 30th in the fellowship hall after the 10:30 service to start 
the conversation.  


