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Church Office Hours:   Tuesday through 
Friday, 9:30 to 11:30 a.m.  Please call  
518-355-3401 before coming to the 
church to make sure someone is there. 
 

Pastor Caroline’s Office Hours: 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday from 
9:30 to 11:30 a.m. 

 

Look for us on Facebook at  
“Rotterdam United Methodist Church” 

and click on “Like” at the top of the page. 

Important web sites and e-mail:  
 

Rotterdam UMC web site: 
     RotterdamUMC.org 
 

RUMC E-mails:   
Office: RotterdamUMC@Albany.twcbc.com 
Prayer Request: RUMCprayers@yahoo.com 
 
Upper NY UMC Web Site:  
     www.unyumc.org 
 Albany District Web Site:  
      www.unyumc.org/district/albany 
District Superintendent E- mail:           
     AlbanyDistrict@unyumc.org 
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  From Pastor Caroline. . .      

 
  

 

With April showers, bring May flowers… 
 

Dear Friends, 
 Spring is just around the corner – how many times have we thought that this 
year? Yet on Easter Sunday we were able to celebrate the resurrection of Jesus and 
now as April is coming to an end  and the month of May begins, we are able to 
witness the resurrection of spring as our surroundings come to life once again after 
a very long winter.  
 Last month, we completed the season of Lent and experienced Holy week. 
However, we know the story doesn’t end with Jesus’ crucifixion. It is a time of 
transition; from death to life and new beginnings - there is more to the story. Easter 
and Eastertide show us that we are now in a season of new beginnings – a season of 
knowing our sins are forgiven and a chance to start anew. 
 New life emerges during spring. It gives us energy, a chance to be out of doors 
and be active in our communities in a variety of ways. Eastertide gives us energy as 
well as we are renewed with Christ’s resurrection, which inspires us to be out in the 
world sharing the good news and living out Jesus’ teachings today. 
 What do you sense God calling you to do in this new season of life and 
resurrection? What ways can we open ourselves up to discern, listen and 
understand how we can become more than who we have been – growing into our 
new lives as resurrection people? There are always new possibilities and ways that 
we can be in ministry to our communities. We may not see yet how it will unfold, but 
we are in a time where we see new life and resurrected life all around us. Let’s 
embrace this season and look forward to the future. 
 This is also the season for Annual Conference where clergy and laity of the 
Upper NY Conference will gather to meet at the Onondaga Community College from 
May 30th through June 2nd. The theme during this quadrennium is Together in 
Prayer. This year’s title is Boldly Living Our Call.  Bishop Webb  states that “It’s a 
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Special Thanks: 
 

to the Reilly Family for running the April Brooks BBQ and to everyone who helped out 
that day. 
 

to everyone who helped with the Rummage Sale and Garage Sale. 
 

to Caryn March for setting up for the SICM meeting RUMC hosted and to everyone  
who donated goodies. 
 

to all those who continue to support our church by volunteering and performing the 
various daily tasks required to keep our church running.  Without such a dedicated 
family, RUMC wouldn’t be the church it is today.  Thank you for your commitment. 
 

Thank you all for helping keep our Church looking beautiful and running smoothly.   

time of rich tradition where we come together in fellowship to worship, learn, 
celebrate and seek the new ways God is calling us to be the church. We will have the 
privilege of being together for the purpose of strengthening our relationships with 
Jesus Christ, each other and the world around us.” 
 I ask that you hold all of our churches in prayer and all those who are attending 
Annual Conference this year. May we all be enriched by the experience and be willing 
to boldly live out our call. 
  

 Blessings, 
       Rev. Caroline  

Transitions 
 

Rev. Robert Boston, age 83, passed on to the Church Triumphant on Saturday, April 14th. 
 

Condolences 
 

We’d like to wish our sincerest condolences to: 
  ~  Jim and Holly Relyea on the loss their mother and mother-in-law, Dolores. 
  ~  The Anderson Family on the loss of Fred’s father, Fred Anderson, Jr. 

Vacation Bible School 
 

We are looking for someone to organize and run VBS this summer.  If you can help, please 
contact Peg Angie. 

Save the Date:  June 20th 
  

Esperance Town Band  
& Ice Cream Social 

  

  Coffee Hour Help Schedule: 
May - SPRC 
June - Finance 

Important Dates to Save:   
 

May 6 - CROP WALK 
May 15 - Spring Church Conference  
May 19 - RUMC Plant Sale 
June 3 - Children’s Sunday & Picnic 
June 9 - Brooks Chicken BBQ 
June 20 - Town Band / Ice Cream Social 

To members and friends of Rotterdam UMC, 
 

 Please accept our heartfelt gratitude 
and appreciation for the kindness you have 
shown to our family as they experienced the 
loss of their home due to fire.  Your prayers 
and financial support, your concern for the 
children and gifts to them are expressions of 
Christ-like love that has blessed us all.  May 
your ministry be blessed as you continue to 
share blessings.  Thank you for your care and 
concern for our family.    

       

 ~The family of Robert Cooper  
  and Rev. David and Barbara Heise  

Brooks BBQ Dates for 2018 
    (All dates are Saturday unless otherwise noted) 
 

 June 9 
 July 13 (Friday) 
    September 15 
    October 20 
    December 1 

Memorial Day Parade Event -   
Bake Sale Goods  

Drop off Baked Goods on Thursday, May 24 
from 9am to 2pm.  Please have all baked goods 
at the church by 2pm so they can be priced.  
Please mark your baked goods (i.e. chocolate 
chip cookies, brownies, rice crispy treats, etc.) 

Church Picnic  
 

On Sunday, June 3rd, there will be a 
church wide picnic following the 10:30 
service.  Please come share in the fun and 
fellowship.  Please RSVP on sign up sheets 
in the back of the sanctuary with a number 
attending and if you are able, please sign up 
to bring a side or dessert to share. Sunday 
school is providing  hotdogs, and 
beverages.   



Church Conference 
 

Our annual Church Conference will be held 
on Tuesday, May 15, at 7 PM.  All church 
members are invited and encouraged to 
attend this meeting where elections will be 
held.   

Mother's Day Dinner 
 

All are invited to the United Methodists 
Womens’ Mother’s Day Dinner.  This year it 
will be May 22nd at 6:30 p.m. at the Turf 
Tavern in Scotia.  Order off the menu or 
$10.00 Tuesday Dinners.  Please sign-up on 
the board in the Narthex.  If you have any 
questions, call Sylvia Ballo or Doreen Ross.   
Thanks. 

Thank You 
 

Thank you to all who prayed for me, sent 
cards and came to visit me on my recent 
illness.     ~Doreen Ross  

Thank You 
 

Thanks to our church family for your 
prayers, cards, phone calls and visits during 
our recent illnesses.  Your support is deeply 
appreciated. 
 

Yours in Christ, 
Mike & Carol Keefe 

RUMC Plant Sale  

(Sponsored by the Browns’) 

 

Saturday, May 19th 

10:00 AM to 2:00 PM 

 

Flowers & Vegetables 

Hanging Baskets 
 

SUMMER CAMP 2018  
 

Make your plans now to attend one of the 
many camping experiences offered by Skye 
Farm or any of the other four camps located in 
the Upper New York United Methodist 
Conference.  This year, a basic camp charge at 
Skye Farm is $470.00.  You are responsible for 
payment of the Registration Fee of $75.00 and 
the Memorial Committee will pay the balance 
of $395.00 directly to the camp.  Of course, if 
you choose a more expensive camp, you are 
responsible for the additional charge. Camp 
Scholarship forms are now available on the 
table in the Narthex in the back of the 
Sanctuary.  Fill out a scholarship application 
and get it signed by Memorial Committee 
Chairperson Dawn March or by Pastor 
Caroline and make your plans to have a fun, 
exciting, and memorable camping experience. 

Thank You 
 

The Family of Fred Anderson would like to 
thank our church family for all of the cards, 
prayers and support we received during our 
time of sorrow.  We are truly blessed. 
 

Thank you,  
The Anderson Family 

RUMC 8th Annual 
Memorial Day Parade Event 

May 24th, 2017 
At 4:30 pm 

 

 We will hold our 8th Annual Memorial Day Parade Event on our front lawn 
on Thursday, May 24, 2018.  This event, of course, will take place on the afternoon/
evening of the annual Town of Rotterdam Memorial Day Parade.  Again this year, 
we are planning a fund-raising bake sale (with just easy treats like cookies and 
brownies) as well as the sale of popcorn and lemonade.  
 

  We will need everyone’s help to make this event a success.  We need bakers 
and event workers (set-up, sales, and clean-up).  Sign up sheets have been posted in 
the back of the sanctuary.  Please sign up now to let us know we can count on you 
to be a part of this event.  

 

2018 CROP HUNGER WALK 
 

Soon, we will gather with others in our 
community to fight hunger both here and 
around the world.  We need Walkers and 
sponsors for the Schenectady CROP Hunger 
Walk on May 6th.  Please see Clark Cooper 
for more details and to sign up to be a 
Walker, a sponsor, or both.  The walk is at 
1:30 pm and again will start and end from 
Emmanuel Friedens Church at 218 Nott 
Terrace in Schenectady. 
 

Thanks for helping feed the hungry both in  
our community and throughout the world.  

Wednesday Night Bible Study   
 

    The Wednesday night Bible Study will 
resume on May 2nd, in the Fellowship 
Hall.   
    The topic will be “After Easter, Now 
What is Next??”   Including a discussion 
on the Great Commission,  Much of the 
study will be on sharing God's 
Gifts.  Everyone is welcome to join us.  
See you soon. 
 ~ Thanks, Doreen. 

Altar Flowers  
 

During Summer and into early Fall, Jean 
Bollten usually handles the alter flowers, but 
she is unable to do so this year and is looking 
for someone to take her place.  If you are able 
to help out, please let the office know.   



Don’t Forget the Food Pantry 
We collect for the Pantry on the second and 
fourth Sundays, but the basket is out for 
donations anytime.  Money donation is also 
very helpful. 
 

City Mission 
Rotterdam United Methodist Church will not 
serve dinner until Thursday, July 5th.    City 
Mission is asking for large containers of Ice 
Tea.  There is a box in the back of the Narthex 
labeled winter coats for those people who 
have winter coats they’d like to donate. 
 

Important – RUMC Digital Sign 
If you have any suggestions for messages or 
announcements for upcoming events,  please 
see Dawn March or email her at 
RotterdamUMC@yahoo.com.  She is  always 
looking for short, inspirational  messages. 
 
 

Stephen Ministry Training Fundraiser: 
Thirty-0ne Gifts from April 8th thru May 20th 

 

20% of sales will go toward Stephen 
Ministry Training. To place an order, you  
can browse the catalog and complete an 
order form to give to Caryn March with  
your payment. Payments accepted: cash, 
credit card or checks payable to Caryn 
March. Or you can shop and pay on line by 
going to www.mythirtyone.com/
caremarch and Select Rotterdam UM Church 
Fundraiser under list of My parties. 

Walking Group 
 

The RUMC Walking Group will be walking 
on Wednesday and Thursday nights at 
6:30 p.m.  The will meet at the church and 
the plan is to walk outside 
but if necessary we can walk 
indoors!  Everyone is 
welcome to come and have 
fun while getting your 
exercise!   

Blanket Sunday  
 

Sunday, May 13th is Blanket Sunday.  Our 

church will be taking a special offering on 
Mother’s Day to help provide blankets and 

other emergency items to mothers and 
their families all around the world. You 
can fund a blanket that will provide 

warmth and shelter, comfort and privacy, 
and healing and hope wherever God’s 

people may need care. These blankets 
might be the best gift you ever give and  

you can change a life all at 
the same time.  

 
                      Children’s Sunday  
 

 

All families are asked to attend the 
June 3rd - 10:30 service!  The children 
will be performing at the service. 
Graduates will be honored and bibles 
will be presented.    
 

The annual church wide picnic will be 
held after this service. 

Stephen Ministry Corner 
 

     It has been such a delight to welcome so many new members to our congregation over 
the past couple of years.  One Sunday as I looked around the sanctuary, I thought back to 
my first visits to the former Fisher Church about 40 years ago.  After so many years of 
being a part of this church family, the faces and programs offered are all very familiar to 
me now.  However, that wasn’t the case when I was one of the new faces in the pew! 
    Walking through the church, I smile at the beautiful Stephen Ministry banner, which 
hangs in the sanctuary, the Stephen Ministry bulletin board in Fellowship Hall and the 
Stephen Ministry pencils, brochures and pew cards that are located in various spots 
throughout the church. There is also a library in the Memorial Room sponsored by the 
Stephen Ministry Team. It suddenly dawned on me that our newer members may not 
know what Stephen Ministry is, so I would like to give you a brief description. 
     In 1975, Rev. Kenneth Haugk in St. Louis, Missouri founded the Stephen Ministry 
Program.  The name was in honor of St. Stephen, one of Christianity’s first deacons who 
was commissioned to go out and minister to others (as recorded in the book of Acts).  
    Rev. Haugk was a pastor, clinical psychologist, author and educator.  He led a very active 
church congregation and noticed that some members needed quality “one-on-one” care, 
which he didn’t have enough time to provide to each individual in need. However, there 
were several members of his church seeking meaningful ways to actively live out their 
Christian calling to help others.  He began to train congregation members to care for 
people in crisis or in need of general support. Other congregations heard of his successful 
program and began similar programs in their own churches.  At this time, trained Stephen 
Ministers are in over 11,000 congregations from more than 150 Christian denominations 
in the U.S., Canada and 23 other countries.  Our church enrolled in this program over 20 
years ago and we presently have 6 active, trained Stephen Ministers, who are prepared to 
listen, pray with and walk with you if you are facing difficulties or crises at this time. 
     Feel free to contact me at (518) 355-9649 or speak with Reverend Caroline if you 
would like more information about the Stephen Ministry Program or if we can help you in 
any way. 
  God Bless, 
  Donna Spawn  
 

“The Lord has done great things for us, and we are filled with joy.”  Psalm 126:3 

 

Annual Spring Clean-Up will be held on  
Saturday, May 5th from 8:30 am to noonish.   

Rain Date: May 19. Come help beautify our church.  
Volunteers are needed and appreciated. 

http://www.mythirtyone.com/caremarch
http://www.mythirtyone.com/caremarch

