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Church Office Hours:   Tuesday through 
Friday, 9:30 to 11:30 a.m.  Please call  
518-355-3401 before coming to the 
church to make sure someone is there. 
 

Pastor Caroline’s Office Hours: 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday from 
9:30 to 11:30 a.m. 

 

Look for us on Facebook at  
“Rotterdam United Methodist Church” 

and click on “Like” at the top of the page. 

Important web sites and e-mail:  
 

Rotterdam UMC web site: 
     RotterdamUMC.org 
 

RUMC E-mails:   
Office: RotterdamUMC@Albany.twcbc.com 
Prayer Request: RUMCprayers@yahoo.com 
 
Upper NY UMC Web Site:  
     www.unyumc.org 
 Albany District Web Site:  
      www.unyumc.org/district/albany 
District Superintendent E- mail:           
     AlbanyDistrict@unyumc.org 
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  From Pastor Caroline. . .      

 
  

 

“The garden may already be dead, Dickon, I don’t know…” 
No, it is wick - it is alive - full of life as you or me… 

 

Dear Friends, 
 

 At this time of year, most of us are ready for the seasons to change. I believe nearly 
all of us have seen and experienced enough of winter and are looking forward to those first 
days when crocus and daffodils break through the ground, providing us with the first few 
signs of spring. 
 When I lived down South, I used to love this time of year, because by now, the 
magnolias would start to bloom and I knew that the rest of spring was not far behind. It 
was a beautiful time of year. Slowly at first, there would be just a few signs of spring 
sprouting forth, and then as if overnight, all the buds and flowers would pop open and 
there was a rainbow of colors carpeting the ground. The landscape went from dreary grays 
and dismal days to a cacophony of life, and it seemed as if the world became new again. 
 As I write this, the weather forecasters tell us that spring is officially here, but after 
taking my dog Kelsea for a walk this morning, the weather outside is anything but spring. 
The snow on the ground and the cold blustery winds are reminders that winter has not yet 
released its hold on us.  
 At the end of March, our journey to Jerusalem with Jesus has already occurred and 
we are ready to embrace the season of Eastertide – a time full of resurrection stories, new 
life and new hopes for the future in our ministries as a community of faith.   
 One of my favorite stories of “new life” growing up was Frances Hodgson Burnett’s 
book The Secret Garden, about a garden that was locked up for 10 years by Mr. Craven after 
the death of his wife.  It was a place that had been neglected for a long time, and everything 
about it seemed wild, untamed, and it appeared “quite dead”.  
 Before spring had ever thought of arriving at Misselthwaite Manor, there was a new 
arrival; Mary Lennox, a disagreeable girl, whom no one saw while growing up in India and 
recently orphaned, came to live at her uncle’s estate in Yorkshire, England.  With nothing to 
do and no one to play with, she was sent out of doors and was told to explore the gardens. 
With the help of one of God’s creatures, a robin, Mary was able to find the buried key and 
also the door that would open into the secret garden.  It was a place where Mary learned 
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about tending to something that wasn’t wanted (like she had been while growing up in 
India).  With Dickon’s (a healthy Yorkshire lad) help, they began to take care of the garden, 
weeding it and planting seeds and bulbs in it, to make the garden come alive once again.  But 
had it really died?  No, it turned out that beneath all the wildness of neglect, many of the 
roses and other plants were as “wick” (alive - full of life) as you are or me. 
 After Mary solved another secret at the manor, she discovered that she had a cousin 
by the name of Colin Craven, who was sickly, bedridden and thought to have never lived long 
enough to grow up.  As the winter season transitioned into spring, Mary began to tell Colin 
about the secret garden – the one that Mr. Craven had locked up after Colin’s mother died in 
childbirth.  With Mary and Dickon’s help, Colin was able to go outside into his mother’s 
garden and eventually, learn to walk and run and become a healthy lad.   
 This story shows us what life was like for those that were neglected in one way or 
another (both people and gardens), and what can happen when a little bit of care is extended 
to the neglected ones.  The garden transformed before the children’s very eyes and created a 
beautiful place to play in, and it was also a haven for birds and their nests to raise their 
fledglings.  As they tended to the garden, they tended to each other. Mary and Colin became 
not only physically stronger, they became emotionally and spiritually stronger – they learned 
how to laugh and care for more than just themselves.  And Mr. Craven, who had been abroad 
for so long, still grieving his wife for over 10 years, came home to find his son “wick”. He was 
full of life and running around like any other young 10-year old boy.   
Sometimes we may think that where people or things are neglected, there is no hope.  But 
this story illustrates that even after a long time, if we reach out and take care of one another, 
transformation can take place – there is God’s light in each and every one of us, it may just be 
hidden.   
 During the winter, when we think everything is dormant, because it is buried 
underneath the snow and hidden from our sight, there is still life in the soil. When springtime 
comes, life sprouts out of the earth and blossoms with new growth.  While we are waiting for 
warmer weather, let’s spend some time with God learning more about ourselves and God’s 
relationship with us. God’s Word doesn’t just inform us; it has the ability to transform us into 
the people God called us to be. God calls us to use our spiritual gifts for others - to continue to 
reach out with the hands of Christ to those who need our help, and let them know that we 
care; that God cares and always will.  God can help us “unlock” the doors to the secret places 
in our hearts and heal the wounds and burdens we carry. God’s grace is the key to 
transforming lives. 
  May we embrace this season of resurrection, receive God’s freely given grace to every 
one of us and feel refreshed, renewed and budding with new growth in our love of God and 
for each other. 

 Blessings, 
       Rev. Caroline  

 

  Coffee Hour Help Schedule: 
April - Outreach (4 Sundays - not 4/1) 
May - SPRC 
June - Finance 

Important Dates to Save:   
 

May 2 - Serve Dinner at City Mission 
May 6 - CROP WALK 
May 15 - Spring Church Conference  
May 19 - RUMC Plant Sale 
May 24 - Memorial Day Parade Event 
June 3 - Children’s Sunday & Picnic 
June 9 - Brooks Chicken BBQ 
June 20 - Town Band / Ice Cream Social 

Wednesday Night Bible Study   
 

    The Wednesday night Bible Study will 
resume on May 2nd, in the Fellowship 
Hall.   
    The topic will be “After Easter, Now 
what is next??  Everyone is welcome to 
join us.  See you soon. 
 ~ Thanks, Doreen. 

Walkers, Crutches, Wheelchair 
 

Need a wheelchair, walker or some crutches 
for a short period of time??  RUMC has a 
closet with crutches, walkers and even a 
wheel chair that can be borrowed.  Just 
sign them out in the office. 

To the members of Rotterdam United 
Methodist Church from the Cotugno’s, 
 

 We wanted to extend a major thank 
you to the members of Rotterdam UMC.  As 
most of you know, we had our son Isaac at 27 
weeks.  While it was a major challenge 
traveling the 73 days up and back to the 
hospital, this church banned together to 
support us as Isaac continued to get stronger.  
We are immensely thankful for the clothes 
and blankets for Isaac (both handmade and 
purchased),  the cards and gift cards, and 
most importantly, the prayers and support 
that were sent to us.  We are both humbled 
and blessed for the love and care you have 
shared with us and we are endlessly grateful 
for everything you have done. 
 

          Thank you, 
          Sara, Jonathan, and Isaac Cotugno  



Electronic Giving 
 

Don’t forget, Rotterdam UMC accepts credit 
cards for donations via our website at 
RotterdamUMC.org.  These can be one time 
or recurring donations.  If you have any 
questions, please contact Sarah Scott at 
sahutch2326@aol.com 

2018 CROP HUNGER WALK 
 

Soon, we will gather with others in our 
community to fight hunger both here and 
around the world.  We need Walkers and 
sponsors for the Schenectady CROP Hunger 
Walk on May 6th.  Please see Clark Cooper 
for more details and to sign up to be a 
Walker, a sponsor, or both.  The walk is at 
1:30 pm and again will start and end from 
Emmanuel Friedens Church at 218 Nott 
Terrace in Schenectady. 
 

Thanks for helping feed the hungry both in  
our community and throughout the world.  

Church Conference 
 

Our annual Church Conference will be held 
on Tuesday, May 15, at 7 PM.  All church 
members are invited and encouraged to 
attend this meeting where elections will be 
held.  If you are a current Committee 
Chairperson, please prepare your Annual 
Report and submit it to the office or e-mail 
it to Dawn March at March314@aol.com or 
at  RotterdamUMC@yahoo.com or leave a 
written copy in my mailbox by no later than 
May 1, for inclusion in the Annual Report 
booklet.  Earlier submissions would be 
welcomed and appreciated.  

Mother's Day Dinner 
 

All are invited to the United Methodists 
Womens’ Mother’s Day Dinner.  This year it 
will be May 22nd at 6:30 p.m. at the Turf 
Tavern in Scotia.  Order off the menu or 
$10.00 Tuesday Dinners.  Please sign-up on 
the board in the Narthex.  If you have any 
questions, call Sylvia Ballo or Doreen Ross.   
Thanks. 

Thank You 
 

Thank you to all who prayed for me, sent 
card and came to visit me on my recent 
illness.     ~Doreen Ross  

Special Thanks: 
 

to Caryn March and everyone who helped with the Flea Market. 
 

to Terri Anderson and Jason Klindtworth and everyone else who donated, helped and 
participated in the Ham Dinner.  It was a wonderful and enjoyable night. 
 

to the Visitation Committee for their continued support of our shut-in church family 
members. 
 

to Terri, Gary, Jason, Donna, Jennifer, Kim and everyone who helped with the Youth 
Palm Sunday Pancake Breakfast. 
 

to Stephen Ministry and everyone who participated in the Good Friday Prayer Vigil. 
 

to those people who purchased Easter Flowers. 
 

to all those who continue to support our church by volunteering and performing the 
various daily tasks required to keep our church running.  Without such a dedicated 
family, RUMC wouldn’t be the church it is today.  Thank you for your commitment. 

Transitions 
 

Barbara Russell, age 78, passed on to the Church Triumphant on Saturday, March 3rd. 
 

Nancy Carrigan, age 58, passed on to the Church Triumphant on Friday, March 16th. 
 

Condolences 
 

We’d like to wish our sincerest condolences to: 
  ~  Rev. Dana Carroll on the loss of her grandson, Keith. 
 

 

 

Easter Celebration 

 April 1st Easter Services are at 
8:30 and 10:30 a.m. 
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Don’t Forget the Food Pantry 
We collect for the Pantry on the second 
and fourth Sundays, but the basket is out 
for donations anytime.  Money donation is 
also very helpful. 
 

City Mission 
Rotterdam United Methodist Church will not 
serve dinner until Wednesday, May 2nd.    
City Mission is asking for large containers of 
Hot Cocoa.  There is a box in the back of the 
Narthex labeled winter coats for those 
people who have winter coats they’d like to 
donate. 
 

Important – RUMC Digital Sign 
If you have any suggestions for messages or 
announcements for upcoming events,  please 
see Dawn March or email her at 
RotterdamUMC@yahoo.com.  She is  always 
looking for short, inspirational  messages. 

  

Boy Scout’s 32nd Annual  
Pancake Breakfast 

  

Saturday, April 7th 
8 AM to 1 PM 

  

 Cost: Adults - $8.00  
Children 5 to 12 - $5.00  

 

Pancakes, Sausage, Eggs,  
Juice, Coffee & Milk 

 

Proceeds benefit BSA Troop #23 

 

 

 

  

 

Brooks BBQ 

Saturday, April 21st 

3:30 until Sold Out 

 

Full Dinners = $11.00 

1/2 Chicken = $7.00 

Bottled sauces = $4.00 

Brooks BBQ Dates for 2018 
(All dates are Saturday unless otherwise noted) 
 

 June 9 
 July 13 (Friday) 
    September 15 
    October 20 
    December 1 

HOSPITAL NOTIFICATION 
 

Just a Reminder: The area 
hospitals do not notify us when 
someone is admitted, even when our 
church name is specified.  Therefore, 
if you are hospitalized or know of  
anyone in our church family who is 
hospitalized, please communicate 
that information to the church office 
at 518-355-3401 or to our Stephen 
Ministry Leader, Donna Spawn, at 
518-355-9649. 

Rummage Sale 
 

Our Spring Rummage Sale is just around the corner, April 27th and 28th. Since our attic is 
getting full, it would be great if you could hold your items and bring them in on Tuesday, April 
24, Wednesday, April 25 or Thursday, April 26 between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m.  This will also save 
you from carrying it all upstairs! If these hours don’t work, please call me at 518-577-4632 to 
arrange a different time or if you need pick-up of your donations, please call me and I will 
arrange to have them picked up!  A “heads-up” on some important changes in our past 
schedules for our days: 
 

Monday (April 23) – Our tables will be set up following the 11:30 a.m. fellowship time, and 
organized for our “departments”. 
 

Monday (April 23)- Our wonderful Boy Scouts will bring all the rummage down from the 
attic. (God Bless you, Scouts! Thanks!) 
 

Tuesday (April 24) – We will be “setting up” our departments; once again, my set-up workers 
are free to come and work at their convenience.  I will make myself available from 9 a.m. to  
5 p.m. to accept incoming donations and whatever needs “doing.” 
 

Wednesday (April 25) – We will be “setting up” our departments; once again, my set-up 
workers are free to come and work at their convenience.  I will make myself available from  
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. to accept incoming donations and whatever needs “doing.” 
 

Thursday (April 26) – Again at their own convenience, workers will complete our set-up so 
we are ready to open our sale on…. 
 

Friday (April 27) – We are open to the public from 9 am to 2 pm and sell, sell, sell! 
 

Saturday (April 28) – Is our “Bag Sale” from 9 am to 2 pm.  At 2pm, we desperately need 
helpers to assist in the boxing-up of the unsold items and the cleaning up of Fellowship Hall 
for our fellowship time on Sunday! 
 

Sign–up sheets will be in the Narthex----Thanks to All of you -----but even if you don’t sign 
up, feel free to show up to help during our set-up hours, etc. 

Walking Group 
 

The RUMC Walking Group will be starting again soon.  Please join us for a brief 
meeting after the 10:30 service on Sunday, April 15th, to discuss what night 
works best for all.  The group will start walking the following week after the 
meeting. The plan is to walk outside but if necessary we can walk indoors!  
Everyone is welcome to come and have fun while getting your exercise!   


