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Church Office Hours:   Tuesday through 
Friday, 9:30 to 11:30 a.m.  Please call  
(518-355-3401) before coming to the 
church to make sure someone is there. 
 

Pastor Caroline’s Office Hours: 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday from 
9:30 to 11:30 a.m. 

 

Look for us on Facebook at  
“Rotterdam United Methodist Church” 

and click on “Like” at the top of the page. 

Important web sites and e-mail:  
 

Rotterdam UMC web site: 
     RotterdamUMC.org 
 

RUMC E-mails:   
Office: RotterdamUMC@Albany.twcbc.com 
Prayer Request: RUMCprayers@yahoo.com 
 
Upper NY UMC Web Site:  
     www.unyumc.org 
 Albany District Web Site:  
      www.unyumc.org/district/albany 
District Superintendent E- mail:           
     AlbanyDistrict@unyumc.org 
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From Pastor Caroline. . .       

Let us be grateful to the people who make us happy;  
They are the charming gardeners who make our souls blossom.” – Marcel Proust 

 

Dear Friends, 
 

When I found this quote listed above by Marcel Proust, a 19th century French 
writer, I thought of how we are trying to live out our lives as disciples of Christ. 
Many of you have been actively serving our church and community in one way or 
another, often with ceaseless exertion for one event or mission project or ministry.   
I am not even sure I could total the volunteer hours that are given to accomplish all 
that we do for our church’s ministries and I have only been here a few months.  

 

We are the sowers who sow the seeds of faith everywhere we go  
and all that we do is in service for Christ. 

 

Recently, we celebrated Laity Sunday which is the day when the clergy share 
their heartfelt appreciation for the laity, who are essential to building up the body  
of Christ. To simply say “thank you” may not be enough to express my gratitude for 
your service, and in the variety of ways you give, but please know my thanks are 
truly heartfelt. As a church family, we continue to make our spiritual garden grow 
because we reach out and help one another and those beyond our local community. 
God invites us and equips us every day as we try to live out our calling.   It is a 
blessing when you share your gifts with us – please know that you make a difference 
in this world. 

 

As we venture into the second half of fall and the onset of colder days, we are 
entering into the season of Thanksgiving. Therefore, let us be thankful for the heated 
places we have to live, and the harvest of food that we can readily buy in the grocery 
stores. Let us stoke up the fires of our hearts and recommit ourselves to the 
ministries God calls us to do in our church community and beyond.  

http://www.gbgm-umc.org/albanydistrict


Special Thanks: 
 

to Scherry Starr, Peg Angie and the Nurture & Welcoming committee for organizing the Blessing 
of the Animals service. 
  

to everyone who helped with the Rummage and Garage Sales.  Your time is greatly 
appreciated. 
 

to the Boy Scouts for bringing the rummage down from the attic and for setting up the 
awning for the Fall Festival. 
 

to Donna Quivey, Donna & Gary Spawn and everyone who helped with the Fall Festival.   
 

to everyone who helped at the Sunday School Meet and Treat. 
 

to Sarah Scott and everyone who helped with the Trunk or Treat. 
 

to Tim Reilly for running the October Brooks BBQ and to everyone who helped. 
 

to Jeff and Duane for installing the new TV in the lobby and new lights in the pastor’s 
office. 
 

Thank you all for helping keep our Church looking beautiful and running smoothly.  

 

Transitions 
 

Francis Cummings,  age 82, passed on to the Church Triumphant on Wednesday, 
October 4th. 
 

Condolences 
 

We’d like to wish our sincerest condolences to: 
  ~ The Savoie Family on the loss of their father and grandfather, Leo Savoie, Sr. 

May this November be a month full of blessings and thankfulness to each of you. 
Enjoy some time with families and friends and remember to give thanks for the 
bountiful harvest given to us by the one who loves us abundantly. 

 
Blessings, 
      Rev. Caroline Simmons 

 

 
 

  

Estimate of Giving/Commitment Card 2018 
  

 We thank you for your generous acceptance of stewardship and pray you 
may find the level of giving that is right for you as you progress in your journey 
of faith and commitment. Your pledges and contributions are a critical part of 
how we can make a difference in God’s church, community, and world. 

Please complete this estimate of giving, and return it to the commitment 
box in the back of the Sanctuary or mail it to the church office before 
Stewardship Sunday, November 12th.  You may change your commitment at 
any time by notifying the financial secretary Melissa Klindtworth. 
  If you have questions regarding this form, please call Melissa at 518-280-2935. 
 

 Name (Please Print):  
 
            
 

Address:  
 
              

City/State/Zip:  
 
             
Email: 
 
__________________   _________________   
Home Phone:   
 

 Yes! I/We will support Rotterdam United Methodist Church  
financially in 2018.  
 

 Please Choose One & fill in the amount:  

$_____________ a week for 52 weeks  

$_____________ twice a month for 24 periods  

$_____________ every month for 12 months  

$_____________ as follows ________________  



Stewardship 
 It’s stewardship time once again.  During this period, you will have the opportunity  
to make your personal commitment for 2018 Church-giving by completing an estimate of 
giving card and depositing the card in the commitment box located in the back of the 
sanctuary.  You will find an estimate of giving card enclosed here in this month’s newsletter.  
Last year, many of you returned an estimate of giving card as a witness of giving to God and 
as a way to plan your giving for our ministry and to help us plan our budget for the coming 
year. On November 12th, we will consecrate these commitments during the service. 
 

 We recognize and understand that for many of you this is a deeply private and 
sensitive subject and we feel strongly about honoring this part of your worship.  For this 
reason, it is only RUMC’s Financial Secretary, Melissa Klindtworth, who will have access to 
your 2018 pledged offerings.  To that end, if you are unable to personally return your 
estimate of giving card before November 12th, we encourage you to mail it directly to 
Melissa at the following address: 

 

Attn: Melissa Klindtworth 
Rotterdam United Methodist Church  
1915 Helderberg Ave. 
Schenectady, New York 12306 

With Gratitude, 
The Finance Committee. 

Sunday School Update  
 

Stewardship Sunday  
The Sunday School children will be performing at the 10:30 service on November 12th. 
 

Operation Christmas Child  
It’s that time of year again, time to start thinking about Christmas gifts and spreading the word 
of Jesus throughout the world. Each year, the Sunday School sponsors Operation Christmas 
Child and encourages all members of our congregation to put together a shoebox gift that will be 
sent around the world to let other children know about the power of Jesus. There are information 
pamphlets in the back of the church that detail what can be sent and what can not, as well as 
which age groups you can pack them for.   The final day for us to receive our shoe boxes back 
will be on Sunday, November 12th.  In the meantime if you have any questions, please reach out 
to Peg Angie.     God Bless! ~Peg 
 

Children’s Christmas Pageant 
The Children will be performing their Christmas Pageant on Sunday, December 17th at the 
10:30 service.  Rehearsals will begin in November and continue up until the pageant.  There will 
be a rehearsal on Wednesday, December 13th at 6:00 PM with pizza before hand at 5:00 PM.  
Children and parents interested in performing and/or helping should see Peg Angie.   

The Blessing of the Animals  
 

On Sunday, October 1 at 4:00 p.m. “The 
Blessing of the Animals”  was held. Pastor 
Caroline blessed 31 animals including 27 dogs,  
3 cats and 1 rabbit.  42  people attended and a 
wonderful time was had by all.  Thank you to 
everyone who participated and helped with 
this event.  A special Thank You to Scherry 
Starr, Peg Angie and the Nurture Committee 
for all their hard work in planning this annual 
event and preparing gifts for our animal 
friends. 

FLEA MARKET 

    On Saturday, November 4th from 9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. we will be holding a Flea Market 
at Rotterdam United Methodist Church.  If 
you have any questions call Alice McCarthy 
on 518-393-5045 or 518-522-3293.  Hope 
to see you there!! 
 

    The money we collect from the table 
rental goes into the Camp Fund.  Any child 
attending our church regularly can attend 
Skye Farm Camp or any other Upper NY 
conference camp with a campership from 
this fund.  In 2017, we supported 3 
campers at Skye Farm.   
 

     The last sale was a great success with 
lots of vendors.  We really need people to 
help set up tables on Friday before 6 pm 
when the vendors arrive.  It was so nice to 
have some help setting up the tables at the 
last sale so let’s do it again.  It really makes 
a difference.  It only takes a few minutes 
with enough people.  Parents of campers 
are encouraged to help. 
 

     We also need help taking the tables 
down after the sale (around 4 pm) and 
getting the room ready for coffee hour after 
church on Sunday  
 

 I’ll have a sign-up sheet in the narthex 
……………...or just show up.   
 

Yours in Christ,   
Alice McCarthy 



Christmas Fest 
 

Christmas Fest is Sunday 
November 26th after the 10:30 
service.  Please come join us to 
decorate the Church for the upcoming 
Holidays.  A soup and bread lunch will follow 
the hanging of all the greens.   
 

Please sign up in the back of the 
sanctuary to bring something. 

Rummage Sale Thank You 
 

 Another successful rummage sale 
has come and gone…..Big “hugs” and 
“thank-you’s” are in order to ALL of you 
who came together and generously 
contributed your time, your donations, 
and your talents for setting up, selling, 
and all aspects needed to make it all 
happen! 
 Our total sales brought in a nice 
sum of $1,707.12 Please save the date for 
the next Rummage Sale on April 27 and 28.  
Yes, we are having another Sale… And our 
ATTIC-IS-OFFICIALLY-EMPTY! So feel 
free to help us fill-it-up.  Need to have it 
picked up?  Just give me a call at 518-577-
4632 and I will arrange to help you out. 
 
Once again - THANKS! 
 

~ Barb Wedeman 
 
P.S.  Don’t forget out 
Trustees!  Got furniture?  
Good useful lawn care 
stuff? Home needs and 
all?  Think Spring Garage Sale too. 

Free Community Dinner 

Saturday, November 18th 

6:00 to 7:30 PM 
 

Church-wide/Community  
Thanksgiving Dinner  
in the Fellowship Hall 

 

 Come and join your church 
family and some new friends for a 
wonderful Turkey Dinner with 
great company and excellent 
conversation!  RSVP 518-355-3401. 
 

 In the spirit of Thanksgiving,  
we will be collecting non-perishable 
boxed or canned food items or non-
perishable hygiene items such as 
tooth brushes, toilet paper, women’s 
products, etc. for SICM and City 
Mission.  Love offerings will also be 
accepted.  

Thank You 
 

Janet Thompson would like to thank everyone 
in church for their prayers and thoughtfulness 
during her recent heart surgery.  She is 
coming along very nicely. 

United Methodist Women 
There is no UMW meeting in November.  
The UMW will meet in December for 
their annual dinner out. 

Don’t Forget the Food Pantry 
We collect for the Pantry on the second and 
fourth Sundays, but the basket is out for  
donations anytime.  Money donation is also 
very helpful. 
  

City Mission 
Rotterdam United Methodist Church will not 
serve dinner again until the third Wednesday in 
December, the 20th. City Mission is asking for 
large containers of Hot Cocoa. There is a box in 
the back of the Narthex labeled winter coats for 
those people who have winter coats they’d like 
to donate. 
  

Important – RUMC Digital Sign 
If you have any suggestions for messages or 
announcements for upcoming events,  please 
see Dawn March or email her at 
RotterdamUMC@yahoo.com.  She is  always 
looking for short, inspirational messages. 

Angel Tree  
  

 Each year we are given the 
opportunity to help those in need 
have a happy Christmas.  This year we are 
starting our angel tree early, before Black 
Friday.  We have been given the names of 8 
families who, without us, would probably 
have no Christmas presents at all.   In the 
back of the church, there will be a number of 
angels.  These angels have a name and a 
wish for a present.  Would you please take 
one or more angels and help provide these 
people with a Merry Christmas?  The 
requests on the back of the angels are 
suggestions only.  You may use your own 
judgment except for the food requests.  
 

 When you return an angel, please 
wrap your present, and put the name of 
the recipient on the provided gift tag.  It is 
very important that you use the provided 
gift tag so that we have the code for the 
family/person.  Please return all angels 
and gifts to the church no later than 
Sunday, December 17th.   

 

Thank you for your continuing help.  
~Dawn March 

Mitten Tree 
 

 It’s not quite winter yet, but we are 
already beginning to think about our annual 
Mitten Tree.   Please know how blessed we 
are here in this church to be able to provide 
warm clothing for our families.  As you shop 
for the holidays, keep the mitten tree in mind 
with hats, mittens, coats, etc. 
 

 Thank you,  
 ~Maggie Merenberg 

Save the Date: 
 

Children’s Christmas Pageant 
Sunday, December 17th 

at the 10:30 Service 
 

Live Nativity 
Sunday, December 10th  

at 5:00 p.m.  


