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Church Office Hours  Tuesday through 
Friday, 9:30 – 11:30 a.m.  Please call  
(355-3401) before coming to the church to 
make sure someone is there, especially 
during the summer months. 
 
Pastor Karen’s Office Hours  Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursday from 9:30 to 
11:30 a.m. 

 

Look for us on Facebook at  
“Rotterdam United Methodist Church” 

and click on “Like” at the top of the page. 

Important web sites and e-mail:  
 

Rotterdam UMC web site: 
     RotterdamUMC.org 
 

RUMC E-mails:   
Pastor Karen:  pastorhugs@gmail.com 
Office: RotterdamUMC@Albany.twcbc.com 
Prayer Request: RUMCprayers@yahoo.com 
 
Upper NY UMC Web Site:  
     www.unyumc.org 
 Albany District Web Site:  
      www.unyumc.org/district/albany 
District Superintendent E- mail:           
     AlbanyDistrict@unyumc.org 
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From Pastor Karen . . .         

 Matthew 25:40 “The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of 
the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’  
  
I want to take a moment to express my appreciation to all of you who sent cards, 
delivered meals, offered prayers, visited, gave me rides, covered on Sunday morning, 
and assisted me in every way while I was recovering from surgery.  RUMC is a loving and 
caring church family.  Thank you so much! 
 
 As I think back over the years, I see that it is actually a pattern for Rotterdam UMC to 
reach out and care for others in need. Your generosity is evident in your giving to SICM 
twice a month, to the special mission projects, the Mitten Tree, the Shoebox Ministry, 
and the amazing response to the Angel Tree (You supplied presents to 8 families 
including 25 children and 14 adults)!   RUMC has taken seriously the words of Jesus to 
care for the least of these.  Our church Family finds ways to help those in need through 
generous gifts but also through it's prayer ministry, visitations, Stephen Ministry, funeral 
luncheons, and free turkey and ham dinners.    
 
Throughout His ministry, Jesus called people to follow Him, and people dropped 
everything and physically followed Him, listened to His teaching, watched as He healed 
and learned what it meant to truly love one another.  We may not be able to physically 
follow Jesus as He walks among us but, through our faith in Him, we can live as He 
taught and love each other as He loves us.  May we continue, through faith, to serve the 
Lord as we serve each other and those in need and may His love show through us. 
 
Happy New Year and may God continue to bless the ministries of Rotterdam UMC! 
 
Hugs and Prayers,  Pastor Karen 
 

 

mailto:johnsieb@nycap.rr.com
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Special Thanks: 
 

to the trustees for setting up the Christmas tree and to everyone who helped decorate the 
sanctuary for the holidays. 
 

to Sylvia Ballo for lending us her lovely hand painted nativity. 
 

to Maggie Merenberg for organizing the Mitten Tree and to Caryn March for organizing 
the Angel Gifts and to everyone who participated in either.  Thank you.  The gifts were 
truly a welcomed sight for those in need this Christmas. 
 

to Caryn March and all her helpers for organizing and directing the children’s pageant. 
 

to everyone who helped out with the Live Nativity -  who volunteered to be in it, who 
brought cookies and snacks, and to everyone who came out on that beautiful evening to 
participate.  It was a wonderful night.  Thank you to Nurture for setting up and making  
the hot cocoa. 
 

to Lyle and Frances Brown for the work and skill involved in the arrangement of the 
poinsettias for the church.  
 

to the UMW and everyone for making and delivering cookies to our members who are 
shut-in. 
 

to the Reillys for running the December Brooks BBQ and to everyone who worked it. 
 

to the Youth Group and others for caroling to our shut-in members. 
 

to Charito, the choir and soloists for the lovely Christmas Eve music. 
 

to Stephen Ministry and everyone who helped with the Blue Christmas Service 

 
 
 

Transitions 
 

Shirley Stalker, age 91, passed on to the Church Triumphant on Friday, December 2nd. 
 

Timothy Proper, age 74, passed on to the Church Triumphant on Thursday, December 15th. 
 

Condolences 
 

We’d like to wish our sincerest condolences to: 
  ~ Charles Carroll on the loss of his sister, Margaret. 

 

Wednesday Book Discussion Group 
 

     The Wednesday Book Study started January 
4th at 1:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall. 
 

 Betty Curnow is leading the study on the 
book “Bad Girls of the Bible” written by Liz 
Curtis Higgs. 
 

 Ten of the Bible’s best know femmes parade 
across the pages.  Eve had food issues.  
Potiphar’s wife and Delilah had man trouble.  
Lot’s wife and Michal couldn’t let go of the 
past.  Sapphira couldn’t let go of money, and 
Jezebel couldn’t let go of anything.  Yet, the 
woman at the well had her thirst quenched at 
last, while Rahab and the sinful woman left 
their sordid histories behind. 
 

 Lastly, these Bad Girls show you why 
studying the Bible has never been more fun.  
Come and join the fun. 

CARE RESPONSE MINISTRY TEAM 
 

Our Care Response Ministry Team has been an important ministry to our congregation. Our 
main purpose is to provide luncheons after funerals and meals to members who are on their own, 
on a short term basis, after an illness or hospitalization. Our efforts are much appreciated by 
those we are able to help out. 
 

Many of our ladies have been on the team since its inception over 20 years ago but several 
people are no longer able to participate for various reasons. We would like to continue this 
ministry and need some new volunteers. If you would be interested in joining this team or have 
any questions regarding what is involved, please contact Pam Dodds at 355-8865 or at 
pamdodds1@verizon.net.  

mailto:pamdodds1@verizon.net


2017 Church Budget 
The following 2017 Budget was passed at Ad Council on 
December 18th. 

Prayer Tree  
 

   For several years, we have 
had a successful Prayer 
Ministry here at Rotterdam 
United Methodist Church.  Prayer 
requests are sent out by e-mail and/or by 
telephone.  We would like to take this 
opportunity to thank everyone who has 
been a part of this Ministry.  We 
especially acknowledge those of you 
who have been a part of the telephone 
prayer tree and your dedication to 
assuring that the next person in line gets 
the message.   
     
    If you have furnished the office with 
your e-mail address, you should already 
be receiving prayer requests as they 
occur.  If you are not receiving these 
prayer requests, please furnish us with 
your current e-mail address.  The most 
efficient way to do this is to send an  
e-mail to RUMCprayers@yahoo.com 
and request that you be added to the 
distribution list.  You can, of course, 
elect to receive prayer requests by both 
telephone and e-mail.  We sincerely 
believe in the power of prayer and look 
forward to including everyone in our 
Prayer Ministry here at RUMC. 
  
     If you or someone you know is in 
need of prayer, please submit that 
request at anytime via e-mail to 
RUMCprayers@yahoo.com.  Telephone 
requests can be made by calling the 
church office at 355-3401 during office 
hours or by calling either Donna Spawn 
at 355-9649 or Dawn March at  
356-2833. 

Don’t Forget the Food Pantry 
We collect for the Pantry on the second and 
fourth Sundays, but the basket is out for 
donations anytime.  Money donation is also 
very helpful. 
 

City Mission 
Rotterdam United Methodist Church will serve 
dinner on the third Wednesday in January,  
the 18th.    City Mission is asking for large 
containers of Hot Cocoa.  There will be a box in 
the back of the Narthex labeled winter coats for 
those people who have winter coats they’d like 
to donate. 
 

Important – RUMC Digital Sign 
If you have any suggestions for messages or 
announcements for upcoming events,  please 
see Dawn March or email her at 
RotterdamUMC@yahoo.com.  She is  always 
looking for short, inspirational  messages. 
 
 

Fellowship Time 
  

We all enjoy the fellowship time after our 
10:30 service.  We still don’t have one 
person in charge of setup and cleanup, but 
there is a signup list in the Narthex if you 
are able and willing to help out some 
Sunday.  Please sign up to help.  And don’t 
forget, we are always willing to accept any 
goodies you would like to bring in to share 
during that fellowship time. 
  

Poinsettia Thank You 
 

   Thank you to everyone who purchased 
and/or donated poinsettias this year.  We 
had 45 poinsettias, which made our church 
look lovely.  Thank you.  Now we are 
looking forward to Easter plants! 
 

Many Thanks 
 

Over 139 hats, gloves, mittens, scarves and 
shawls were taken to the Schenectady Inner 
City Mission. Here is the real meaning of the 
Christmas holiday.  Thank you all for your 
participation in the Mitten Tree project.    

    

    ~Maggie Merenberg 

Brooks BBQ Dates for 2017 
(All dates are Saturday unless  
  otherwise noted) 
 

  ·  January 21 
·  February 11 
·  April 22 
·  June 10 
·  July 14 (Friday) 
·  September 16 
·  October 21 
·  December 2 




