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Church Office Hours  Tuesday through 

Friday, 9:30 – 11:30 a.m.  Please call  

(355-3401) before coming to the church to 

make sure someone is there, especially 

during the summer months. 

 

Pastor Karen’s Office Hours  Tuesday, 

Wednesday and Thursday from 9:30 to 

11:30 a.m. 

 

Look for us on Facebook at  

“Rotterdam United Methodist Church” 

and click on “Like” at the top of the page. 

Important web sites and e-mail:  
 

Rotterdam UMC web site: 

     RotterdamUMC.org 
 

RUMC E-mails:   

Pastor Karen:  pastorhugs@gmail.com 

Office: RotterdamUMC@Albany.twcbc.com 

Prayer Request: RUMCprayers@yahoo.com 

 

Upper NY UMC Web Site:  

     www.unyumc.org 

 Albany District Web Site:  

      www.unyumc.org/district/albany 

District Superintendent E- mail:           

     AlbanyDistrict@unyumc.org 
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From Pastor Karen . . .         

 

 Love, awe yes, love will be celebrated in February like no other 
month.  Second only to Christmas, Valentine’s Day marks the second highest sales 
of Hallmark cards, Christmas being ranked first.  People say “I love you” on 
Valentine’s Day to spouses, significant others, family, friends and even to 
acquaintances.  Do you remember your elementary school classes when you had 
to have a card for everyone, even the kid sitting next to you that teased you 
unmercifully!  As I look back, I think that maybe this was one of the first lessons in 
being nice and learning that love comes in many different ways.  We may not love 
everyone with the gushy sentimental love we have for our family or our spouse 
but we are supposed to love everyone.   In John 13:34-35 we read Jesus’ words, “I 
give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved 
you, you also should love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my 
disciples, if you have love for one another.” 
 It may be hard to like everyone or everything they do, but what about 
loving them?  Jesus loves us and I don’t know about you but I know I don’t 
deserve His love.  I do things I ought not to, I say things that are sometimes 
unkind, and my thoughts too often are not in harmony with Jesus’ thoughts.  YET, 
He loves me!  AND, He expects me to do the same for others.  There are those 
who do things that are mean, others that say hurtful comments, and those who 
live lives that are in direct opposition to others but we are asked – no, told – to 
love one another.   Jesus didn’t always approve of or like the actions of a person 
but He always showed love.  Like the woman caught in adultery, Jesus saved her 
from those who wanted to stone her but after all the accusers were gone, Jesus 
says, 
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Special Thanks: 
 

to everyone who helped hang and unhang the greens in the sanctuary and around the 

church. 
 

to the trustees for assembling and disassembling the Christmas tree and the nativity. 
 

to Duane Dodds and Gary Spawn for their continual work downstairs. 
 

to the Reilly’s for running the January Brooks and to everyone who worked it on that day. 
 

to everyone who brought food for the consecration Sunday luncheon and helped set up 

and clean up. 
 

to all those who continue to support our church by volunteering and performing the 

various daily tasks required to keep our church running.  Without such a dedicated family, 

RUMC wouldn’t be the church it is today.  Thank you for your commitment. 

Condolences 
 

We’d like to wish our sincerest condolences to: 

  ~ Emilio Vernon and the Vernon Family, on the loss of Emilio’s Grandmother. 

  ~ Marie Therriault and Family, on the loss of Marie’s husband Thomas. 

“Go and sin no more.” (John 8:11)  
 Through Christ, we understand that loving someone is about showing 
grace.  We are all sinners and yet, God loves us and through Jesus we are saved 
from our sins.  God shows us that love is more than a red heart or chocolate 
candies.  Love is to be celebrated not just one month of the year but every 
day.  With Jesus in our hearts and heaven as our focus, love is a way of life, 
where we offer grace upon grace to all those around us.  
 This February 14th, remember the greatest show of love there ever was and 
remember:  As Jesus hung on the cross, He showed pure love for all the world.  As  
He won the victory over death and was risen from the grave, He handed each of us a 
Valentine that read “I love you.  Do you love me?”   
 

Rotterdam UMC Benevolences - 

Your generosity at work 
 

     Throughout the year, RUMC collects 

donations for specific missions that are 

both local and global in nature.  Through 

these contributions, we continue to reach 

out and express our commitment to others.        

     Following is a list of these programs and 

the contributions that have been made 

through 2016 by RUMC. 

     Thank you for your gifts and your 

continued generosity. 
 

Peace with Justice:  $    135.00 

Human Relations:  $      95.00 

SICM:                           $ 2,867.09 

One Great Hour:           $    331.00 

Native Awareness:       $      80.00 

Blanket Sunday:           $    398.00 

World Communion:      $    151.00 

Student Day:                 $    148.00 

Out with the Old…In with the New! 
 

It’s hard to believe we are already into 2017 

and planning ahead to our Spring Rummage 

Sale!  We will be “open-for-business” on 

Friday, April 28th and Saturday, April 29th.  

It’s a little later this year.  Our Attic is still 

quite empty-looking, so when you are doing 

your “out-with-the-old stuff, make room for 

the new!!” please feel free to bring them to 

our attic.  Every donation adds up to a 

successful sale!  Many 

thanks to all of you!   

 

Sincerely  

~Barb W.  

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ: 

 

Great News! 

Thanks to you, we paid all our bills!! This is the 

first time since 2013 that we met all our financial 

obligations!  
 

Last fall I wrote a letter to you explaining that 

we were not getting enough donations to meet 

our financial obligations and if we continued on 

that path, our church would change and it would 

not be the same church you have come to know.  

I explained that if we all pitched in as little as 

$10 more per month that we could meet our obli-

gations. 
 

You answered the call and through your gener-

ous contributions we paid our ministry shares in 

full, we also fulfilled our commitment to our 

missionaries in Mexico, supported our local 

Schenectady Inner City Ministry food bank and 

much more.   
 

Although we met our obligations in 2016, we 

need to continue this same support so WE can 

stay on the path that allows us to continue our 

ministry in changing our community and the 

world by making more disciples of Jesus. 
 

We know everyone cannot make it to church on 

a regular basis and therefore we have set up a 

way where you can donate on line.  Simply go to 

www.rotterdamumc.org  and click on the donate 

button and fill out the rest.   
 

I pray that you will support this leap of faith! 

You remain in our prayers and are grateful for 

your support. 

 

Grace and Peace 
 

Alaric C. Hutchins 

Treasurer 



Important Dates to Save:   
 

March 4 - Flea Market  
March 15 - Serve Dinner at City Mission 
March 25 -  Outreach  Ham Dinner 
April 1 - Boy Scout Pancake Breakfast 
April 9 - Palm Sunday Pancake  
   Breakfast 
April 13 - Maundy Thursday Service  
April 14 - Good Friday Prayer Vigil &  
   Worship Service 
April 16 - Easter Worship Services -  
           8:30 am & 10:30 am 
April 22 - Brooks BBQ 
April 28 & 29 - Rummage Sale  
May 7 - CROP WALK 
May 16 - Spring Church Conference  
May 20 - RUMC Plant Sale 
May 21 - Children’s Sunday & Picnic 
May 25 - Memorial Day Parade Event  

Brooks BBQ Brownies 
 

A reminder on making brownies for the BBQ.   
 

 Use packaged brownie mix and bake in a  

9” x 13” pan. 
 

 Cut the brownie pan in 1/2 top to bottom 

and then cut each  side in 1/2 again 

making 4 equal vertical rows. 
 

 Cut the brownie pan in 1/2 left to right  

and then cut each side in 1/2 again 

making 4 equal horizontal rows and 16 

brownies approximately 2” x 3”. 
 

 Please place each brownie in a sandwich 

bag.  Any sandwich bag will do. 
 

Thank you so much to everyone who makes 

brownies.  I know you get tired of my 

“begging.” 
 

~ Jean 

    

    

    

    

 

9” 

13” 

Brooks BBQ Dates for 2017 
(All dates are Saturday unless  
  otherwise noted) 

·  February 11 
·  April 22 
·  June 10 
·  July 14 (Friday) 
·  September 16 
·  October 21 
·  December 2 

Underwear and Sock Drive….. 
 

The youth of RUMC are holding a 

Sock and Underwear drive during the month of 

February.  (New items only please.)   There is a 

pink hamper in the Fellowship Hall for the socks 

and underwear you donate.  Please help us to fill 

this hamper with items for all ages, infant to 

adult.  At the end of February, the socks and 

underwear will be donated to those in need, 

through one of our local organizations. 

Don’t Forget the Food Pantry 
We collect for the Pantry on the second and 

fourth Sundays, but the basket is out for  

donations anytime.  Money donation is also 

very helpful. 
 

City Mission 
Rotterdam United Methodist Church will not 

serve dinner in February, but will on the third 

Wednesday in  March, the 15th.    City Mission 

is asking for large containers of Hot Cocoa.  

There is a box in the back of the Narthex 

labeled winter coats for those people who have 

winter coats they’d like to donate. 
 

Important – RUMC Digital Sign 
If you have any suggestions for messages or 

announcements for upcoming events,  please 

see Dawn March or email her at 

RotterdamUMC@yahoo.com.  She is  always 

looking for short, inspirational  messages. 

Mardi Gras – Fat Tuesday 

Celebration  

February 28, 2016  

6-7:30 pm 
 Mardi Gras literally means "Fat 

Tuesday" in French.  In some areas, such as 

Mobile, AL and New Orleans, LA, Mardi 

Gras is observed during the weeks between 

Epiphany and Ash Wednesday with carnival 

type celebrations.    

 Here at Rotterdam UMC, we will 

celebrate Mardi Gras on the Tuesday before 

Ash Wednesday, February 28!   

 A Mardi Gras celebration is the “last 

hoorah” of decadence and indulgence 

before beginning the sacrifices of Lent.  

Rotterdam UMC is going to hold a short 

Mardi Gras but it will be filled with plenty 

of food, games, and silly playfulness for 

every age!  Come dressed in the colors and 

style of the occasion: purple, gold, or green.  

No worries if you don’t have a mask…there 

will be a place to make one with your own 

design!   

 Come and bring your friends for a 

time of fun and celebration! 

Ash Wednesday 

Service 
 

Come and join us on Wednesday, 

March 1st at 7:00 PM for our  

Ash Wednesday Service  
 

Please note:  There is NO potluck 

dinner before the service. 



 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Brooks BBQ 

Saturday, February 11th 

3:30 until Sold Out 

 

Full Dinners = $11.00 

1/2 Chicken = $7.00 

“Souper” Bowl 
 

The Youth Group will be selling Chili 

during Fellowship Hour on Sunday, 

February 5th.  Please purchase a bowl and 

join the Youth Group in supporting SICM 

on Souper Bowl Sunday.  100% of the 

monies raised from this drive will be used 

to help the SICM Emergency Food Pantry 

feed those throughout Schenectady County 

who are hungry . 

Lenten Bible Study 
 

Save the dates: The Lenten Bible Study will 

start on Sunday, February 26 at 6 pm and 

continue on Sundays during Lent. 

TALENT!! What Is Yours?? 
 

 Everybody has a talent and RUMC is 

blessed to have a congregation full of talented 

people.  We have singers, instrumentalists, 

organizers, teachers, carpenters, those who can 

give sermons, lead meetings and Bible studies, 

visit shut-ins and lots of good cooks.  And let us 

not forget the gals in the office.  We also have 

people who can knit, sew, crochet, quilt and 

embroider.  If you can not (knit, sew, crochet, 

quilt and embroider) but would like to add to 

your talents, UMW  are willing to help you.  

Please see me in church or call 356-1073.  I’m 

sure I have not listed all of RUMC’s talents, but 

it is a start.  What is yours? 
       

       ~ Sylvia Ballo 

FLEA MARKET 

 
On Saturday, March 4th, from 9 am to 3 pm 

we will be holding our Spring Flea Market at 

Rotterdam United Methodist Church. 

Breakfast and lunch will be available. If you 

have any questions, call Alice McCarthy on 

393-5045 or 522-3293. Hope to see you 

there!! 

 

The money we collect from the table rental 

goes into the Camp Fund. Any child attending 

our church regularly can attend any of our 6 

church camps with a campership from this 

fund. The last sale was a great success with 

lots of vendors. We cleared over $500 for the 

Camp Fund. 

 

We really need people to help set up tables on 

Friday before 6 pm when the vendors arrive. 

It was so nice to have some help setting up 

the tables at the last sale so let’s do it again. It 

really makes a difference. It only takes a few 

minutes with enough people. Parents of 

campers are encouraged to help. 

 

We also need help taking the tables down 

after the sale (after 3 pm) and getting the 

room ready for coffee hour after church on 

Sunday. 

 

I’ll have a sign-up sheet in the narthex…….

…. or just show up. 

 

Yours in Christ, 

Alice McCarthy 

Visitation  
Are you going through a difficult time?    

Need to talk and have someone listen to your 

concerns?  Or would you simply enjoy a 

casual visit?  If, for any reason, you would 

like a personal visit from either our Pastor or 

lay person, please call the church at 355-3401. 

Save the Date: March 25  
 

Free Community Ham  

Dinner on 

Saturday, March 25th 
 

Church wide Ham Dinner  

in the Fellowship Hall 
 

Come and join your church family and some 

new friends for a wonderful Ham Dinner with 

great company and excellent conversation! 

In the Glory of Your Days  

by Holly Relyea 
 

I wish that 

I knew 

the Life, that indeed 

You expected me to Live. 

that no one hands 

me the rules 

or a map that tells me 

to go. 

But I come here 

to worship You 

and to honor your ways 

In the glory of  Your 

Days, 

In the glory of your  

Days. 


