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Church Office Hours  Wednesday 
through Friday, 9:30 – 11:30 a.m.  Please 
call (355-3401) before coming to the 
church to make sure someone is there, 
especially during the summer months. 
 

 

Look for us on Facebook at  
“Rotterdam United Methodist Church” 

and click on “Like” at the top of the page. 

Important web sites and e-mail:  
 

Rotterdam UMC web site: 
     RotterdamUMC.org 
 

RUMC E-mails:   
Office: RotterdamUMC@Albany.twcbc.com 
Prayer Request: RUMCprayers@yahoo.com 
 
Upper NY UMC Web Site:  
     www.unyumc.org 
 Albany District Web Site:  
      www.unyumc.org/district/albany 
District Superintendent E- mail:           
     AlbanyDistrict@unyumc.org 
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 August 2017                                                                                Open Hearts. Open Minds. Open Doors. 
                                                                                                           Pastor: Rev. Caroline Simmons 

From Pastor Caroline. . .           

Jesus said, “Come, follow me and I will show you how to fish for people.” (Matthew 4:19) 
 

Dear Friends, 
 

 Thank you for such a warm welcome to Rotterdam UMC! It is with joy that I 
come to serve such a caring and thoughtful church community. I look forward to some 
wonderful years in ministry here as we journey together in our faith and service as 
disciples of Christ. I know it will take me a while to get to know all of you and get to 
know the area. Already, I have had tours around Rotterdam and Schenectady, the church, 
help with getting settled in at the office, and a beautiful poem written to welcome me. 
  

 My thanks go out to the Trustees who have been so wonderful in getting the 
parsonage ready for me to move in, and with creating a very beautiful kitchen. It truly is a 
blessing to have such a conscientious group of people who work so diligently in taking 
care to the needs of the pastor. It is truly another way of feeling welcomed to Rotterdam 
UMC, along with the church’s greeting  card with gift cards for me and treats for my dog 
Kelsea that I found as soon as I came into the parsonage – thank you. 
  

 As I write this reflection, I am getting ready to meet all the other United Methodist 
clergy serving the Schenectady area as well as meeting with (new to me) District 
Superintendent of our Albany District. Changing Districts also means that I will be 
getting to know an entirely new group of United Methodist clergy. One way that this will 
occur in addition to any clergy district meetings is by my serving on the Albany District 
Committee on Ministry. This committee oversees all the licensed local pastors and those 
who are hoping to move forward towards commissioning and ordination. I am thankful 
that I will be able to serve on this committee as it will help me in my role as the Dean of 
the Local Pastors Licensing School which I do on behalf of my service for the Board of 
Ordained Ministry. For me, it is a gift to be able to serve in these capacities and it helps 
me grow in my own ministry, as well as living out our connectionalism that we United 
Methodists strive to do throughout our conference. 
 Whether it is serving as your pastor, or serving in these various ministries 
mentioned above, I have discovered that these are the various ways that Jesus continues 
to teach me to be one of his disciples. It is my hope that in any capacity that you serve on 

http://www.gbgm-umc.org/albanydistrict


Special Thanks: 
 

to Jennifer Langlais for running the July Brooks BBQ and all the volunteers who helped. 
 

to everyone who volunteered and worked the SICM Lunch in the Park. 
 

to Sarah Scott and everyone who helped with Vacation Bible School. 
 

to Duane Dodds, Al Hutchins and the trustees, for all their hard work at the parsonage.  
 

to everyone who volunteers to serve at the City Mission on the 3rd Wednesday of various 
months. 
 

to all those who continue to support our church by volunteering and performing the 
various daily tasks required to keep our church running.  Without such a dedicated 
family, RUMC wouldn’t be the church it is today.  Thank you for your commitment 
 

Thank you all for helping keep our Church looking beautiful and running smoothly.  

Transitions 
 

Jean Coward age 83, passed on to the Church Triumphant on Thursday, July 7th. 
 

Condolences 
 

We’d like to wish our sincerest condolences to: 
  ~ Betty Boucher on the loss of her son Merritt Boucher. 
  ~ Richard and Patricia Knapp on the loss of Richard’s brother David.. 

behalf of the Rotterdam UMC community, you are discovering growth in your faith and 
in your ministry as one of Christ’s disciples. We have been blessed to be called by God to 
serve – sometimes in ways we never dreamed of, but God invites us and welcomes us to 
discover who we are and whose we are as God’s precious children.  
Our journey begins and I rejoice! 

Blessings, 
      Rev. Caroline Simmons 
Rev. Caroline Simmons 

 

 
 

 

Save the Date: 2017 Fall Festival  - October 14th 
  
        Plans are now underway for our 2nd Annual Fall Festival. 
This year’s event will be held on October 14, so please mark your calendar. 
Once again, we will have food, baked goods, animals and activities for children, vendors and 
the very popular Silent Auction. 
  

 In addition, this year Donna Jahnel has volunteered to organize a used jewelry sale.   
If you have an extra piece of jewelry that you no longer are wearing, we hope you will 
consider donating it to our jewelry table.  (Any jewelry that is not sold will be donated to the 
Spring Rummage Sale.) 
 

 Donna will also be arranging a basket of baby supplies to be raffled off in our Silent 
Auction.  If you have any jewelry or new, unused baby items that you would like to donate, 
please see or call Donna Jahnel at 356-1215. 
  

        Our next Fall Festival planning meeting will be Monday, August 14th at 7:00 pm. 

Project Back Pack 
 

The Outreach Committee and the Education Committee are teaming up with the 
Schenectady Community Action Program to help provide backpacks and school 
supplies for families in need.  The backpacks will be provided by Sunday School 
families and we are asking everyone in the congregation, who is able, to help us by 
donating one or more of the items from the list below. (Be sure to check the sales flyers 
around back-to-school time.)  There will be a box in the Narthex (labeled “Backpack 
Project”) in which you can place your donations.  We are hoping to collect enough 
supplies to donate at least 10 backpacks. If you have any questions, please contact 
Melissa Klindtworth or Peg Angie.  Thank you. 
 

 #2 Pencils 
 Pink Erasers 
 Pens 
 2–pocket Folders 
 Wide Ruled Loose-leaf  Paper 
 Composition Notebooks 
 1-subject notebooks 
 Fine Tip Markers 
 Fat Tip Markers 
 Colored Pencils 
 Crayons 
 Scissors 
 Glue Sticks 
 



Sunday School Update  
 
 

 Summer's flying by at an amazing rate. The new Sunday School year will be here 
before we know it.  Please mark your calendar and join us at the Sunday School Opening 
Breakfast on September 10th, 2016, at 9:30 a.m.. 
 
 As always, we will need volunteers to help teach the classes. The curriculum doesn’t 
require much planning ahead of time. So if you have a creative mind and can help us out, 
please let us know. We can be very flexible with your time.   You can give as much or as little 
as you are able.  Please contact Peg Angie if you can help.  
 
 In addition, as you are shopping, we ask that you keep the Sunday School in mind. We 
can always use donations of glue sticks, facial tissue, hand sanitizers, adult scissors, masking 
tape, scotch tape, sharpies and zip-lock bags of all sizes.  Please leave all donations in the 
Narthex in the box marked “Sunday School.” 
 
 Lastly, we are teaming up with the Outreach Committee to provide backpacks filled 
with school supplies for families in need.  We are asking each Sunday School family, who is 
able, to provide one new regular-sized back pack for a school-aged child.  (See article on last 
page.)   
 

 God Bless! We look forward to seeing all of you in September! 
 
 Peg Angie 

 

 

 

  

 

Next Brooks BBQ 

Saturday, Sept. 16th 

3:30 until Sold Out 

Don’t Forget the Food Pantry 
We collect for the Pantry on the second and 
fourth Sundays, but the basket is out for  
donations anytime.  Money donation is also 
very helpful. 
 

City Mission 
Rotterdam United Methodist Church will not 
serve dinner in July, but will on the third 
Wednesday in August, the 16th.  City Mission 
is asking for large containers of Ice Tea.  
There will be a box in the back of the Narthex 
labeled winter coats for those people who 
have winter coats they’d like to donate. 
 

Important – RUMC Digital Sign 
If you have any suggestions for messages or 
announcements for upcoming events,  please 
see Dawn March or email her at 
RotterdamUMC@yahoo.com.  She is  always 
looking for short, inspirational messages. 
 
 

 

     I cannot fully express my thanks all for 
the wonderful celebration and the beautiful 
gifts of the purple quilt and handprint stole.  I 
will cherish these gifts for a lifetime.  Thank 
you, also, for the many people who were so 
kind as to send cards and gifts along with well 
wishes for my new appointment.  Our three 
year ministry together is a time of my life I will 
treasure.  May God bless you as you continue 
to minister to the Rotterdam community. 
 

      Hugs and Prayers, 
      Pastor Karen 

Altar Flowers  
 

During Summer and into early Fall, Jean 
Bollten will be handling the flowers for the 
sanctuary.  Please call Jean at 356-6449 if 
you have some garden flowers you’d like to 
loan or donate to the Church, or for $30 you 
can have a professional centerpiece done 
which you can take home after the service.  
(Please make out a check to RUMC and 
place it in a pew envelope labeled 
“Flowers”.)  



Please keep up with Pledges…….. 
 

Just a reminder, even though you may take a 
vacation during the summer, our financial 
collectors do not.  During the summer 
months, please try to keep up with your 
pledges by mailing them in or making your 
donation online through our church website, 
“RotterdamUMC.org."  if you are not 
regularly attending on Sunday.  Mid-year 
statements were mailed out in July.  
Please review yours and let me know if 
there are any concerns.  Thank you. 
 

Melissa Klindtworth (280-2935)  

September Worship Times 
 

September  10  -  9:30 a.m. - Welcome Back Breakfast 
  - 10:30 a.m. - Worship Service 
 

September 17 - Back to regular times as follows: 
 -   9:00 a.m. Sunday School   
 -   9:00 a.m. Worship Service 
 - 10:30 a.m. Worship Service 

Vacation Bible School 
 

Thank you to Sarah Scott for organizing VBS 
this year and to everyone who volunteered, sent 
donations and participated in Vacation Bible 
School.  The children had loads of fun and 
learned a lot.   Thank you.   

 

Lunch in the Park 
 

The SICM summer lunch 
program at Wallingford Park 
that our church members 
volunteered at during the week 
of July 17 thru July 21 was a 
huge success.  We served over 
125 lunches, all to children 
under 18 during the week.  I 
would like to thank all who 
helped to make the week a 
success by volunteering their 
time to help serve.                  

 

Melissa Klindtworth 

  Coming in September: 
 

Sept 5th - Program/Calendar Meeting - 7:00 p.m. in Lounge 
Sept 10th - Sunday School “Welcome Back Breakfast” - 9:30 a.m. 
            One Worship Service - 10:30 a.m. 
Sept 16th - Brooks BBQ - 3:30 until Sold Out 
Sept 17th - Back to two services - 9:00 and 10:30 a.m. 
Sept 29 & 30th - RUMC Rummage Sale - Mark your Calendar!! 
 

 

Goodbye to Caryn & Kayla March 
 

Please join us for a fellowship hour after church 
on August 6th, to say Goodbye to Caryn and 
Kayla March.  We will miss them and wish them 
the best of luck in their future endeavors. 

 


