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Church Office Hours  Tuesday through 

Friday, 9:30 – 11:30 a.m.  Please call  

(355-3401) before coming to the church to 

make sure someone is there, especially 

during the summer months. 

 

Pastor Karen’s Office Hours  Tuesday, 

Wednesday and Thursday from 9:30 to 

11:30 a.m. 

 

Look for us on Facebook at  

“Rotterdam United Methodist Church” 

and click on “Like” at the top of the page. 

Important web sites and e-mail:  
 

Rotterdam UMC web site: 

     RotterdamUMC.org 
 

RUMC E-mails:   

Pastor Karen:  pastorhugs@gmail.com 

Office: RotterdamUMC@Albany.twcbc.com 

Prayer Request: RUMCprayers@yahoo.com 

 

Upper NY UMC Web Site:  

     www.unyumc.org 

 Albany District Web Site:  

      www.unyumc.org/district/albany 

District Superintendent E- mail:           

     AlbanyDistrict@unyumc.org 
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From Pastor Karen . . .         

 Happy April, Everyone! 
 

 The other day, I went to the movies to see, “The Shack”.  I read the book when it 
first came out and used it for an Adult Sunday School Study.  This book was written by 
Wm. Paul Young, not for publicity, not for a fictional story but to express his 
understanding of the Triune God – Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  He wrote it first to 
express his way of thinking to his children but when friends and family read his words 
they urged him to have it published.  And now, Hollywood has created a movie from the 
book.  I was hesitant to see it because I had images and ideas in my own mind of scenes 
from the book.  I was sure that Hollywood would never be able to depict the story well 
enough.  I was wrong.  I was as moved by the movie as I was by the book. 
 Why in this month of Easter would I write to you about a fictional book and 
movie?  Let me explain.   After three years, you probably all know how important I 
believe Holy Week is.  (FYI: Holy Week is the week between Palm Sunday and Easter) 
Holy Week takes us to the deepest understanding of Jesus’ love.  As Jesus spends His 
last few days with His disciples, He reaches out to them from the very depths of His 
being to show them how much He loves them.  Even though He knows Judas will betray 
Him and Peter will deny Him, Jesus sits and shares the Passover meal with them.  He 
also exemplifies how they are to serve each other as He bent down to wash their feet.  
Jesus knew they would abandon Him in His hour of greatest need but it did not stop Him 
from serving them and loving them.  Jesus from the cross, in His agony and pain, forgave 
the thief who reached out to Him asking to be remembered.  Jesus also asked God to 
forgive those who crucified Him “for they know not what they do.”(Luke 23:34)  As Jesus 
died on the cross, He was thinking of all of us – not in judgment but through the love He 
has for us.  When Easter morning came, He is risen from the dead, alive forevermore 
and proclaims that, for all who will believe, His victory brings them the promise of 
having eternal life with God. 

mailto:johnsieb@nycap.rr.com
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Special Thanks: 
 

to all the volunteers who help clean and organize the kitchen. 
 

to Nurture and Welcoming and everyone who helped with the Mardi Gras Celebration. 
 

to everyone who helped with the Flea Market. 
 

to Terri Anderson and Jason Klindtworth and everyone else who donated, helped and 

participated in the Ham Dinner.  It was a wonderful and enjoyable night. 
 

to the Visitation Committee for their continued support of our shut-in church family 

members. 
 

to Jason and Duane for painting the grove entrance. 
 

to Aland Duane for installing a new dishwasher in the parsonage. 
 

Thank you all for helping keep our Church looking beautiful and running smoothly.   

 This story “The Shack” is one man’s expression of his understanding of God 
and the importance of a relationship with God through Jesus Christ and the Holy 
Spirit.  We may not admit it but we are in desperate need of this relationship!  
Understanding who Jesus is and what He did for us and everyone is key to grasping 
the amazing love that is offered to all God’s children.  God calls us to love all His 
children and to offer forgiveness through Him.  If we truly understood God’s love, 
we would be less likely to declare judgment on those we believe deserve it and be 
more likely to let go of our hurts and anger.  If we could, in anyway, come close to 
offering the forgiveness and love that Jesus does, this world could truly celebrate 
the joy and new life that Easter morning brings everyday of the year.   
 What hurts, judgments, anger or pain has a hold on you?  I pray, with my 
whole heart, that as we enter Holy Week we can all experience the amazing love, 
forgiveness and grace of Jesus Christ and accept it for ourselves and offer it to 
others by giving them over to God and letting go of all that is holding us back from 
experiencing the New Life that Jesus brings to all who will believe.   

Condolences 
 

We’d like to wish our sincerest condolences to: 

  ~ The Rhinehart Family, the Gradwell Family and the Anderson Family on the loss of 

their loved one, Ashley Gradwell. 

Important Dates to Save:   
May 3 - Wednesday Night Bible Study    
     Resumes 
May 7 - CROP WALK 
May 16 - Spring Church Conference  
May 20 - RUMC Plant Sale 
May 21 - Children’s Sunday & Picnic 
May 25 - Memorial Day Parade Event  
June 10 - Brooks Chicken BBQ 
June 21 - Town Band / Ice Cream Social 

Committee On Lay Leadership  
  

 The Committee on Lay Leadership is currently holding meetings to consider how the gifts 

and graces of everyone in our congregation can be best utilized.   
 

       Thank You to the many of you who have been actively involved on these committees 

throughout the years.  There may also be many of you who have not yet served on a committee 

but are interested in becoming more active in the ministries of our church.  There are committees 

that focus on Worship, Sunday School, Youth, Outreach, Missions, and Hospitality.   And, there 

are also committees that focus on church operations such as the Trustees, Finance, and 

Administration.   
 

       What are your gifts and talents?  God is calling you to live out your purpose.  How will you 

answer his call?  Please be in prayer and contact one of the members listed below to let them 

know where you would like to serve: Pastor Karen, Jean Bollten, Carol Leiby, Harriet Rhinehart, 

Sylvia Ballo, Fran Cummings, Gary Spawn, Jason Klindtworth, Dawn March, and Jeff Marshall.   

Wednesday Night Bible Study   
 

 The Wednesday night Bible Study will 

resume on May 3rd at 7p.m. in the Fellowship 

Hall.  It will run through June 7th. 

 The topic will be 'THE WISDOM OF 

JESUS".  STORIES FROM: CASTING 

THE FIRST STONE,  THE NEW WAY OF 

LIVING., THE SERMON ON THE 

MOUNT,  THE FINAL SEPERATION,  

THE SHEEP AND THE GOATS,  and 

finally, MEETING THE RISEN LORD.   

 After the bible study, an end-of-the-year 

dinner will be planned.  This is a final 

celebration for a year-long journey of 

learning about our Lord.  The United 

Methodist Women will be joining us.   

Time, Date and Place to be announced. 

Mother's Day Buffet 
        Come out, Relax, and Enjoy each other's company.  Rotterdam United Methodist Women is 

sponsoring an all ladies and children breakfast buffet.  Saturday, May 13th at 10 a.m. at Center 

Stage Deli, Hamburg Street, Rotterdam.  The cost is $10.00 each. Sign up by Monday, May 8th 

in the narthex.  Hope to see you there.     ~Rotterdam United Methodist Women 



Electronic Giving 
 

Don’t forget, Rotterdam UMC accepts credit 

cards for donations via our website at 

RotterdamUMC.org.  These can be one time 

or recurring donations.  If you have any 

questions, please contact Sarah Scott at 

sahutch2326@aol.com 

2017 CROP HUNGER WALK 
 

Soon, we will gather with others in our 

community to fight hunger both here and 

around the world.  We need Walkers and 

sponsors for the Schenectady CROP Hunger 

Walk on May 7th.  Please see Clark Cooper 

for more details and to sign up to be a 

Walker, a sponsor, or both.  The walk is at 

1:30 pm and again will start and end from 

Emmanuel Friedens Church at 218 Nott 

Terrace in Schenectady. 
 

Thanks for helping feed the hungry both in  

our community and throughout the world.  

Church Conference 
 

Our annual Church Conference will be held 

on Tuesday, May 15, at 7 PM.  All church 

members are invited and encouraged to 

attend this meeting where elections will be 

held.  If you are a current Committee 

Chairperson, please prepare your Annual 

Report and submit it to the office or e-mail 

it to Dawn March at March314@aol.com 

or at  RotterdamUMC@yahoo.com or leave a 

written copy in my mailbox by no later than 

May 1, for inclusion in the Annual Report 

booklet.  Earlier submissions would be 

welcomed and appreciated.  

 

 

 

  

 

Brooks BBQ 

Saturday, April 22nd 

3:30 until Sold Out 

 

Full Dinners = $11.00 

1/2 Chicken = $7.00 

Bottled sauces = $4.00 

Brooks BBQ Dates for 2017 
(All dates are Saturday unless otherwise noted) 
 

 June 10 

 July 14 (Friday) 

 September 16 

 October 21 

 December 2 

Don’t Forget the Food Pantry 
We collect for the Pantry on the second and 

fourth Sundays, but the basket is out for  

donations anytime.  Money donation is also 

very helpful. 
 

City Mission 
Rotterdam United Methodist Church will not 

serve dinner on the third Wednesday in April, 

but will serve on May 17th.    City Mission is 

asking for large containers of Iced Tea.  There 

is a box in the back of the Narthex labeled 

winter coats for those people who have winter 

coats they’d like to donate. 
 

Important – RUMC Digital Sign 
If you have any suggestions for messages or 

announcements for upcoming events,  please 

see Dawn March or email her at 

RotterdamUMC@yahoo.com.  She is  always 

looking for short, inspirational  messages. 

  

Boy Scout’s 31st Annual  

Pancake Breakfast 
  

Saturday, April 1st 

8 AM to 1 PM 
  

 Cost: Adults - $8.00  

Children 5 to 12 - $5.00  
 

Pancakes, Sausage, Eggs,  

Juice, Coffee & Milk 
 

Proceeds benefit BSA Troop #23 

Easter Egg Hunt 
 This year we will be hosting our first community 
Easter Egg Hunt on April 8th from 10 am to Noon for 
children from 2 years old to Grade 5. There will be games and crafts for the 
children as well.  If you have any questions, please contact Sarah Scott.  

 

 

Palm Sunday Pancake Brunch 

Sponsored by the Jr./Sr. Class 

After the 10:30 Service  

on April 9th 

Please see Caryn March for details 
 

mailto:March314@aol.com
mailto:RotterdamUMC@yahoo.com


Easter Flowers 
 

 
 
 
 

Easter Tulips, Lilies and Hyacinths will be 

available for you to order thru Sunday, April 

9th.  The cost is $8.00 each.  If you wish, you 

can purchase your Easter Flowers in honor or 

memory of someone.  Please be sure to sign-

up on the form in the back of the sanctuary 

or your dedication may not appear in the 

Easter Sunday bulletin.    
 

(Please place your money in a pew envelope 

marked Easter Flowers with your name on it 

and place it in the offering plate.)  If you are 

unable to sign-up on the form in the back of 

the sanctuary, please call the office at 355-

3401, or call Lyle and Frances Brown at  

847-6558 to place your order.  Money from 

the Easter Flower sale will go to replenish the 

altar flower fund. 
 

Flowers can be taken home after the Easter 

service, or if you choose, you can leave it for a 

shut-in or to decorate the church.  If you have 

any questions, please see Lyle or Frances 

Brown.   
 

Again this Year!!!! 
Once again this year, the Hyacinths will not 

be displayed in the Sanctuary.  You can 

pick up your hyacinths in the lounge 

downstairs.  Thank you for your 

understanding.   

Maundy Thursday 
 

 On Thursday, April 13th the Annual Maundy 

Thursday Service will be held in Fellowship 

Hall at 6:30 p.m.  This popular candlelit event 

recalls The Last Supper.  As Scripture is read 

and hymns are sung, candles are gradually 

extinguished, culminating in darkness.    

Good Friday Prayer Vigil  
and Service 

 

 As you know, Good Friday is the day when 

Christians commemorate the crucifixion and 

death of Jesus Christ.  This is an important event 

in Christianity as it represents the sacrifices and 

suffering in Jesus’ life.   
 

 Often, churches organize a prayer vigil as a 

time to meditate and spend some time in quiet 

prayer.  Some devotional materials are also 

displayed.  We will be holding a Prayer Vigil 

from 6 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. on Friday, April 14th 

followed by a Worship Service at 8:00 pm. We 

need people to sign up to come to the church 

and pray for at least a half hour.  A sign-up sheet 

is posted in the back of the church.  If you are 

not available during those hours, we hope you 

will set aside some time at home to be in prayer 

on that day.  Also, you may want to read the 

following scriptures, which give us a vision of 

that mournful, yet powerful day: Matthew 

27:31-65, Mark 15:22-47, Luke 23:26-55, John 

19:16-42.  It is humbling to think of the sacrifice 

made for us! 

 

Easter Celebration 
 

 April 16th Easter Services are at 

8:30 and 10:30 a.m. 

Rummage Sale 
 

Our Spring Rummage Sale is just around the corner, April 28th and 29th. Since our attic is 

getting full, it would be great if you could hold your items and bring them in on Tuesday, April 

25, Wednesday, April 26 or Thursday, April 27 between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m.  This will also save 

you from carrying it all upstairs! If these hours don’t work, please call me at 577-4632 to 

arrange a different time or if you need pick-up of your donations, please call me and I will 

arrange to have them picked up!  A “heads-up” on some important changes in our past 

schedules for our days: 
 

Monday (April 24) – Our tables will be set up following the 11:30 fellowship time, and 

organized for our “departments”. 
 

Monday (April 24)- Our wonderful Boy Scouts bring all the rummage down from the attic. 

(God Bless you, scouts! Thanks!) 
 

Tuesday (April 25) – we will be “setting up” our departments; once again, my set-up workers 

are free to come and work at their convenience.  I will make myself available from 9 am to 5 

pm to accept incoming donations and whatever needs “doing.” 
 

Wednesday (April 26) – we will be “setting up” our departments; once again, my set-up 

workers are free to come and work at their convenience.  I will make myself available from 9 

am to 5 pm to accept incoming donations and whatever needs “doing.” 
 

Thursday (April 27) – (again at their own convenience) workers will complete our set-up so 

we are ready to open our sale on…. 
 

Friday (April 28) – We are open to the public from 9 am to 2 pm and sell, sell, sell! 
 

Saturday (April 29) – Is our “Bag Sale” from 9 am to 2 pm.  At 2pm, we desperately need 

helpers to assist in the boxing-up of the unsold items and the cleaning up of Fellowship Hall 

for our fellowship time on Sunday! 

Walking Group 
 

The RUMC Walking Group will be starting again soon.  Please join us for a brief 

meeting after the 10:30 service on Sunday, April 2nd, to discuss what night works 

best for all.  The group will start walking the following week after the meeting. The 

plan is to walk outside but if necessary we can walk indoors!  Everyone is welcome 

to come and have fun while getting your exercise!  


